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Welcome 

 
 

 
Welcome to the Sacramento Marina! We are nestled amidst a beautiful riverfront park, just 
minutes from downtown Sacramento, California. Our marina is the largest along the Sacramento 
River, providing the only off-river dockage in the area. The location offers the convenience of 
easy vehicle-access to the entire metropolitan freeway system. 
 
The Sacramento Marina is easily accessible from US-50, I-80 and I-5. Its natural, serene setting 
and proximity to the Sacramento and American Rivers offer abundant opportunities for outdoor 
activities. Boating and water sports can be enjoyed on the area's lakes and rivers, and along over 
1,000 miles of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta's waterways. 
 
The Sacramento Marina is home to approximately 475 vessels, including its own fuel dock and 
administration building. The Sacramento Marina is open to the boating public 24 hours a day, 
every day with the exception of Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  City staff is available during 
normal business hours by calling 916-808-5712 or 916-807-0838. The Administration Office is 
closed on recognized City Holidays.  
 
For the convenience and guidance of Marina patrons, applicable Sacramento Marina regulations, 
policies, practices, and procedures have been summarized in this handbook. For further 
information, Sacramento Marina staff is available to serve you at our Ramp Way office at  
(916) 808-5712. The Sacramento Marina administration office is available Monday through Friday 
from 9AM to 4PM. If you cannot reach staff immediately, please leave a message and your call will 
be returned at the next available opportunity. The fuel dock hours of operation vary depending 
on the season but are typically open daily from 11am to 7pm. Please utilize the quick reference 
chart provided at the end of this book for hours of operation and contact information including 
emergencies. 
 
The information contained in this handbook is derived from the City of Sacramento Code, City 
Council resolutions, and Sacramento Marina procedures, and is provided to help you in 
understanding your rights and responsibilities as a berth licensee or visitor to the Sacramento 
Marina and to help create a pleasant environment for all Sacramento Marina users.  
 
We hope you have a pleasant stay at the Sacramento Marina! 

 
 
Sacramento Marina 
 
2710 Ramp Way 

Sacramento, CA 95818 

(916) 808-5712 
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About This Book 

1 Authority  
These regulations (“Sacramento Marina Regulations”) are adopted pursuant to the provisions of Section 
12.76.020 of the Sacramento City Code in order to implement, make specific, and otherwise carry out the 
policy of maintaining the Sacramento Marina in a sanitary, sightly, and orderly condition and of preserving 
the public health, safety, peace, welfare, and convenience in the use thereof.  

2 Application and Scope 
The Sacramento Marina Regulations shall apply to the berthing of vessels and other activities and operations 
within the Sacramento Marina, as defined in Section §12.76.010 of the Sacramento City Code.  

3 Organization 
For easy reference, this handbook is subdivided into categories which are listed in alphabetical order.  
Sections of the Sacramento City Code are referenced as follows: “§12.76.xxx”.  As used in this handbook, 
the term “Director” means the person designated by the City Manager to perform the functions and duties 
of the Director under Chapter 12.76 of the Sacramento City Code, or the Director’s designated 
representative. 

Advertising 
One sign not exceeding one square foot in area is permitted on any vessel.  

Berthing 

1 Berth License Applications (§12.76.040) 
a) Any person who desires a Berth License shall complete a Berth License Application form furnished 

by the Sacramento Marina and submitted to the Director. The applicant shall furnish the appropriate 
application fees, all documents and information relating to the vessel and ownership thereof, showing 
evidence that the applicant has legal authority to occupy, use and incur charges to the vessel as the 
Director requires, before a Berth License Application shall be considered completed and a Berth 
License Agreement issued.  All co-owners’ names must appear on the application.  Co-owners may 
be deleted from the Berth License Agreement upon written request; however, no additions or 
amendments may be made after the execution of a Berth License Agreement. 

b) If the Director determines that the applicant is not qualified, the Director shall return the 
application, informing the applicant of the reasons for the rejection. In evaluating an application, the 
Director may consider factors such as the applicant’s credit rating, performance with previous City 
licenses or permits, the condition of the vessel to be berthed, and other appropriate criteria. 

2 Berth Assignment (§12.76.050(A)(1)) 
a No person shall berth a vessel in the Sacramento Marina without first having secured a month - to 

month or temporary Berth License Agreement from the Director for an assigned berth. Berth License 
Agreements authorize a person to berth a specific vessel in a specific berth.  Unauthorized berth 
occupancy is prohibited. The Director is authorized to move, secure and/or impound any vessel 
occupying an unauthorized berth. All fees involved in such action will be charged to the vessel's owner. 

3 Berth Issuance (§12.76.050(A)(1)) 
a If the Director determines that the applicant is suitable and there is an appropriate berth available, the 

Director shall issue a Berth License Agreement to the applicant upon receipt of the applicable Berth 
License fee, proof of insurance, proof of registration, and a security deposit equivalent to one month’s 
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berthing fees, as amended from time to time by resolution of the City Council and a signed Berth 
License Agreement.  The Berth License Agreement shall be signed by the Licensee and the Director. 

b Before a Berth License Agreement can be issued, each vessel owner shall furnish a copy of the following 
documentation: 
i The vessels Certificate of Documentation from the United States Coast Guard or vessel registration 

from the Department of Motor Vehicles in the Licensee's name. No vessel other than the one 
specified in the Berth License Agreement shall be kept in the assigned berth by the Licensee, unless 
the Berth License Agreement is amended as approved by the Director.  

ii Copy of Proof of Protection and indemnity Insurance at no cost to the City, in an amount 
established by resolution of the City Council, naming the City as additional insured and stipulating 
that the policy will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance effected by the City or 
other named insured will be called on to contribute to the loss covered thereunder. 

c Berth licenses are non-transferable.  

4 Exchanging Berths 
a Licensees may request to exchange their berth.  Such requests are subject to the Sacramento Marina’s 

berth exchange policy which requires that the two berths to be exchanged to be of the same size and 
same type, e.g., sunny/shady.   It is the responsibility of the Licensee requesting to exchange berths to 
find another Licensee who is willing to exchange berths.   

b If the Sacramento Marina is aware of a Licensee who is willing to exchange berths, the Sacramento 
Marina may facilitate an exchange. There is no charge for a first exchange by a Licensee; however, any 
subsequent exchanges shall be subject to an administrative fee. 

5 Temporary Use of Berth by Person Other than Licensee (§12.76.050 (E)) 

a Licensees may not allow others to temporarily use their berths, nor may they sublicense their berths. 
The City retains the right to assign subtenants to berths that are temporarily vacated for a period of up 
to six months of each calendar year.  The Licensee shall remain financially liable for the berth license fees 
associated with the berth until such time that a suitable subtenant is located and executes a separate 
Berth License Agreement and has paid all associated fees in full. A Licensee shall notify the Director in 
writing of his or her intent to temporarily vacate the berth and provide departure and return dates.  If at 
any point the subtenant vacates the berth or is provided with a notice of termination, the Licensee 
immediately resumes responsibility for berth license fees.  

b The Licensee may refer a prospective subtenant to the City and will be given preference provided such 
subtenant meets the criteria in Sacramento City Code Sections 12.76.040 and, 12.76.050 (B, C, D and 
E).   

6 Berth Transfers (§12.76.050 (E)) 

a. Transfer of a berth is prohibited.  All potential Licensees are subject to the application process.  Prior to 
June 1, 2008, those persons who were licensees on March 1, 2005, shall be permitted to transfer a berth 
license with the sale of the vessel that was subject to the berth license agreement on the effective date 
of this ordinance. 

 
b Licensees who sell their boat may retain their berth if it is their intention to purchase another boat to 

place in the berth. 
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7 Maximum Number of Berth License Agreements 
a An individual may not hold more than three permanent Berth License Agreements in the Sacramento 

Marina at one time.  Each berth license agreement is for   a specific berth and must be for berthing boats 
registered to the individual only. 
 

b A boat dealer, having a separate valid lease with the City of Sacramento, may hold up to ten permanent 
berth license agreements for that leaseholder’s business purposes.  

8 Berth and Boat Sizes 
a In order to ensure maximum public use of berthing facilities, a vessel shall not extend more than ten 

(10%) percent of the berth size beyond the end of any finger float, including, but not limited to, the 
vessel’s davits, booms, swim step, boomkin or bowsprit.  No part of any vessel shall extend over the 
main walkway. 

Berth Size  Maximum Overall Boat Length 
25.0’  - 27.5’ 
28.0’ - 30.8’ 
30.0’ - 33.0’  
35.0’ - 38.5’  
40.0’ - 44.0’  
45.0’ - 49.0’ 
50.0’ - 55.0’  

b To determine the size of vessel which can be accommodated in a specific berth, the overall length 
determines the berth assignment or placement on the berth wait list.  Since there is a different waiting 
list for each berth size, the overall length should be known prior to applying for a wait list or accepting a 
berth.  Overall length is the actual measured length, including bow pulpit, swim platform, etc. not the 
registered or manufactured length. 

Overall length will be utilized for wait list and berth assignment. Signing up for the wrong size berth 
or wrong waiting list could result in last-minute denial of a berth license.  Extra care in this area can 
prevent last-minute problems.  
 

c For more information on measurement standards, contact the Sacramento Marina Office. 
 
9 Berth License Compliance 

Licensees shall comply with all provisions of Chapter 12.76 of the Sacramento City Code and these 
Sacramento Marina Regulations governing berthing and use of facilities and any applicable City of Sacramento 
resolution or ordinance provisions; failure to do so shall be grounds for revocation of the Licensee’s berth 
license agreement.  Upon a violation of the provisions of Chapter 12.76 of the Sacramento City Code and 
these Sacramento Marina Regulations, the Sacramento Marina may remove the Licensee’s boat from the 
Sacramento Marina at the Licensee’s expense and retake possession of the berth.  

 

Boarding Vessels 
A person shall not climb into or upon a vessel berthed in the Sacramento Marina without the consent of the 
owner unless in the performance of official duties or to protect lives and property.  
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Children on Docks 
Children under fifteen (15) years of age are not permitted on the floats, gangways or vessels unless they are 
accompanied by a responsible adult authorized to be in the marina. 
 

Commercial Maintenance on Vessels in the Marina 
1 When a licensee contracts with a vendor to provide maintenance on their vessel, they will be required to 

notify the Sacramento Marina prior to the vendor being authorized to access the docks.  All vendors are 
required to: 
a Check in at the Sacramento Marina administration office prior to commencing with commercial 

maintenance on any vessel.   
b Provide proper work authorization from the owner of the vessel. 
c Provide evidence of issuance of an applicable business license from the City of Sacramento. 
d Agree to provide services in conformance with instructions of the Director; and 
e Provide proof of Insurance coverage which includes Workers Compensation and Employees liability, 

general liability insurance, products and completed operation liability, broad form property damage 
liability and personal injury liability. The insurance policy shall be in an amount established by resolution 
of the City Council and it shall name the City, its officers, employees, and agents as additional insureds.  
The policy will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance effected by the City or other 
named insured will be called on to contribute to the loss covered thereunder. 
 

2 Owners are encouraged to maintain their vessels in proper operating order, and to see that a vessel reflects 
good appearance. Toward this end, maintenance, repairs and/or alterations are permitted under certain 
conditions. The general rule is this: such activities must not generate paint aerosols, dusts, other particulates 
or material which will deposit upon nearby vessels, docks, water or other facilities; not, produce odors, 
vapors/gasses which will prove offensive or pose health, fire or other safety hazards.  The use of open flame 
devices (welding torches, blowtorches, etc.) or electric welders shall not be permitted without the express 
permission of Sacramento Marina management. 
 

3 Obstruction of docks and/or access to fingers with tools or equipment prohibited. 
  
4 Vessels shall be maintained in a neat, clean and seaworthy condition at all  

times.  
 

 

Dock Lines/Halyards 
Dock lines shall be maintained in a safe and non-chafed manner and be of adequate size for the vessel.  Halyards 
shall be tied off to eliminate noise. 
 

Damage to Docks  
Owners shall be responsible for any damage to docks and dock facilities and utilities including, but not limited 
to, oil, paint or other materials spilled, dripped or otherwise applied to the concrete fingers or walls adjacent to 
the berth. Should it become necessary for the Sacramento Marina personnel to clean the area, it will be done at 
the Licensee’s expense, whether the damage has been caused by the Licensee, his or her agents or guests.  
No personal dock boxes, steps, stairs, ladders, containers or other devices shall be secured to docks or finger 
floats. 
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Destruction of Property 
No person shall destroy, damage, deface or interfere with any building, aid to navigation, buoy, float, life 
preserver, sign, notice or other property within the Sacramento Marina. 

 
Dinghies 
Valid berth Licensees will be permitted to store a dinghy in the water if space permits, but only within the 
confines of the licensee’s berth or on the vessel. Do not use dinghies as storage facilities for equipment or trash. 
The slip licensee is authorized to store personal watercraft (PWC) or dinghies with the parent vessel, provided 
that the additional PWC or dinghies are registered and insured to the slip licensee and that everything fits 
within the assigned slip. There shall be no additional fee for the first PWC or dinghy. Any additional PWC or 
dinghies that meet the requirements shall be an additional $12/month per PWC/dinghy. 
 

Disposal in Water Prohibited.  
It is unlawful to throw, discharge or allow to be deposited from any boat, dock locker or float any refuse 
matter, oily bilges or flammable liquid into the water or upon the premises. 
 

Dock Locker Policy 
Only Sacramento Marina lockers may be rented, purchased or installed at your slip upon request. Installation 
must be completed by City staff. Flammable liquids, oil, paint or varnish may not be stored in the dock locker. 
The dock lockers must remain in good condition and empty of all personal contents upon vacating the slip.  If 
items are left behind, the Marina will bring contents to Lost & Found and hold for thirty days before disposal.  
Dock lockers may be eligible for buyback from the Marina for one hundred dollars. City staff reserves the right 
to inspect lockers or cut the lock on a locker if there is a potential of hazardous material leaking from the 
locker threatening the waterway. 
 

Gate Access Policy 
To avoid compromising the security of the marina, no slip licensee, guests or any person shall climb over, under 
or around or otherwise tamper with or attempt to circumvent the locked gate to the docks or parking lots. 
Gates and doors shall remain locked at all times. Wiring open or jamming locks or impairing gates and locks is 
prohibited. Violation of this may result in termination of slip license agreement.  
 

Drinking in Public 
Consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited on Sacramento Marina sidewalks, parking lots, beaches, etc. 
No drinking of alcoholic beverages is allowed in public. 
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Fees, Deposits, Fee Classifications, Delinquent Fees, Recovery Fees 
 
Fees shall be prorated for the first and last months based on a 30-day scale.  The Director of Public Works, or 
designee, is authorized to adjust Marina berth rental rates within the ranges shown in Exhibit A below: 

 
EXHIBIT A. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 Deposits 
a. A refundable deposit equal to one month’s license fee is required upon acceptance of a berth. Upon 

receipt of a 30-day notice from either party, the deposit will be applied to any outstanding balance 
on the account; the balance of the deposit will be refunded to the berth licensee after the berth has 
been vacated. 
 

2 Fee Classifications 
      a.  Key Fobs 
    i.  Electronic gate key fobs are $25.00 per key fob.  Keys will be activated upon arrival   
 and deactivated upon termination of berth license agreement or as Director deems     
 appropriate. Only berth renters may obtain a key to the docks and restrooms; a fee as set forth by the 
Director will be charged for each key.  Licensees are responsible for keys and may not lend, sell or gift keys to 
persons not authorized to be in the Sacramento Marina. 
 

b. Berths 
  ii.  Berth license fees set are calculated based on the size of the boat or the size of the   
    berth, whichever is greater. Upon measuring the boat, if it is determined the boat is longer than the 
slip, the licensee shall be notified by mail the findings of said measurement; if applicable, the new rate change and 
if a new slip location is required.  
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 c.   Unequal Finger Length Berths 
 iii.  The berth license fee will be based on the length of the shorter finger which also                
determines the berth size.  The 10% overhang rule will apply to the shorter finger. 
 

d.  End Ties 
 iv.  Berth license fees on end ties are calculated based on the overall length of the boat. If        
more than one boat occupies the end-tie, each boat will be charged for the length of their boat. An 
adequate space will be required between vessels in cases where more than one boat occupies an end 
tie. 
 

e.  Delinquent Fees/Administrative Fees 
v. Berth license fees are due and payable in advance on the first day of each month. If such fees are 

not received at the Sacramento Marina office after the 10th day of the month, a flat rate fee of a 
$25.00 charge will be added to the outstanding balance; provided, however, one or more 
delinquent payments may result in the issuance of a 30-day notice of termination and termination 
of the berth license agreement. 

vi. An administrative fee of $55.00 will be added to any outstanding balance of three (3) months past 
due or more to recover collection efforts. 

vii. Any person who fails to pay berth license fees may have their vessel removed from their berth 
and relocated to an area designated for storage of such vessel; this may include an offsite 
location.  All subsequent charges resulting from the removal and relocation of such vessels will 
be the sole responsibility of the berth licensee. 

 
f.  Recovery Fees/Water Removal Fees 
      viii. Should a pump provided by the marina be necessary to place on board to prevent a vessel from 
sinking, a water removal fee of $50/day will be charged to the vessel owner until the pump is returned. 

xi. Should sorbent boom/pad be necessary for marina staff to deploy around a vessel that is actively 
sheening in the marina or a sunken vessel in the marina, fees to recover labor, material and 
material disposal costs will be charged to the vessel owner as follows: 

25’ and under $1,000 (minimum);  
25’ – 35’ $1,500 (minimum);  
35’ – 50’ $2,000 (minimum) 

 

Guest Vessels  
All vessels making fast to any area designated as a guest dock will be charged the visiting overnight guest rate as 
set forth by resolution of the City Council. If needed, unoccupied permanent berths may be used for visiting 
vessels, wherein the overnight guest rate will be charged. Guest vessel fees are to be paid in advance. There is a 
30-day maximum stay unless prior approval is received from the Director.  
 

Emergency Boarding of Vessels  
The Director reserves the right to board any vessel in case of emergency. The Director reserves the right to 
determine what constitutes an emergency. 
 

Engines, Operation of 
Except for entering and leaving the berth, main engines, power generating equipment, or other noise-making 
machinery shall not be operated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. Engines shall not be operated in 
gear while the boat is secured to the dock. 
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Fenders and Dock Wheels 
Berth licensees shall not install fenders, cleats or dock wheels without approval from the Director.  
 

Fishing Regulations 
In the interest of public safety and sanitation, fishing is prohibited in the Sacramento Marina except by licensees 
and their guests from boats berthed, if bait and fishing gear are not kept or used on the docks. 
 

Flammable and Combustible Liquids/Materials  
No person shall sell or deliver any class of flammables into the fuel tanks of a vessel while the vessel is in the 
Sacramento Marina, except at the fuel dock purchased from the marina’s fuel dispensers.  
 

Inspections 
Any person applying for berthing, agrees that the Director shall have the right to examine the vessel to 
determine whether it is seaworthy (capable of being safely maneuvered on navigable waters under its own 
power and able to pass a standard Sacramento Marina inspection) or whether it would constitute a danger to 
the health, safety or environmental sanitary conditions within the Sacramento Marina area.  In the event the 
Director, determines that a vessel constitutes a danger to health, safety or environmental sanitary conditions, 
creates a nuisance, or is not seaworthy, the Director may refuse to issue a berth license agreement, or may 
cancel such a berth license agreement previously executed upon such a finding. In addition to any other 
inspections made, the Director or his/her designated representative may inspect all vessels a minimum of once 
every three years upon request. 
 

Indemnity 
The licensee and owner(s) of a vessel authorized by a license to berth in the Sacramento marina shall assume 
the defense of, and indemnify and hold harmless, the city, its officers, employees and agents from and against all 
actions, losses, damages, liability, costs and expenses of every type and description, including but not limited to 
attorney fees, to which any or all of them may be subjected by reason of, or resulting from, directly or 
indirectly, in whole or in part, the acts or omissions of the licensee or owner or the licensee’s or owner’s 
agents, officers or employees, directly or indirectly arising from the berthing of the vessel in the Sacramento 
marina. The foregoing is not intended to and shall not be construed to limit any responsibility or liability that 
the licensee or owner(s) may be subjected to under other laws. 
 

Keys  
Only licensees may obtain a key to the docks, parking lot and restrooms; a fee as set forth by the Director will 
be charged for each key.  Licensees are responsible for keys and may not lend, sell or gift keys to persons not 
authorized to be in the Sacramento Marina. Licensees may request in writing authorization to obtain a key on 
their behalf with the understanding that all activity related to the key assigned to them is their responsibility. 
Keys are disabled upon departure from the marina. Keys may be disabled if accounts are past due. Keys may be 
disabled for misuse. Key activity may be monitored at any time. Keys are not transferable. Keys may only be 
issued from the Marina Administration Office. Keys may be re-activated. Licensees are responsible to report 
lost or stolen keys. See Gate Access Policy for more information.  
 

Licenses 
No person shall engage in commercial activity within the Sacramento Marina without first having obtained the 
necessary licenses, leases or permits from the City of Sacramento and the Sacramento Marina. 
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Lifts 
Boat lift requests are now being accepted. Please contact the Marina Office for more information.  
 

Littering  
No person shall deposit, drop, throw or otherwise cause any bottles, papers, food, wood or any waste, refuse 
or rubbish whatever upon any part of the beach, land, berthing area, or water within the Sacramento Marina.  
 

Liveaboards  
No person shall live on board any vessel within the Sacramento marina. This prohibition against living on vessels 
shall not prevent the use of vessels in the marina for eating and sleeping purposes for a period not to exceed 
three days in any seven-day period. One or more persons on board between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. shall be considered as living aboard that night; unless the vessel enters or leaves the Sacramento marina 
during that time. 
 

Dock Lines, Water Hoses and Cable  
It is the Licensee’s responsibility to properly dock their vessel in such a manner as to prevent damage to the 
vessel, dock, or other vessels in the Marina.  Docking lines, water hoses or cable shall not extend across main 
walkways, floats and fingers, and shall always be kept in good order. Docking lines must be made of either nylon, 
dacron, polyethylene, or polypropylene and be of adequate size. Vessels should have a minimum of four docking 
lines and the use of fenders, bumpers, or docking snubbers is recommended. Vessels must be positioned in the 
berth so that no part of the vessel protrudes past the wood on the main walkway.  The hull of an “end tie” 
vessel must not be allowed to rest against the dock at any point.  A minimum of two fenders or bumpers of 
appropriate size for the size of the vessel must be used. 
 

Movement of Vessels Within the Sacramento Marina  
Movement of vessels between rows of berths within the Sacramento Marina shall be for the purposes of 
berthing the vessel or entering or leaving only.  
 

Noise - Unnecessary Noise Prohibited 
Quiet time in the marina is between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.; provided, however, it shall be 
unlawful for any person at any time to make, continue to cause to be made or continued, any loud, unnecessary 
or unusual noise or any noise which either annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, 
peace or safety of others within the Sacramento Marina.   
 

Parking 
The parking lots surrounding the marina are public parking and fees are posted. Current licensees may provide 
their vehicle license plates or obtain a parking permit to park their vehicle. It is the responsibility of the licensee 
to check with Marina Office to ensure the correct license plates are registered. No vehicle may back into 
parking spaces and cruising in the parking lots is prohibited.  Trailer parking is prohibited in the main single 
vehicle designated spaces. The secured parking area in front of the Main Administration Building is accessible 
and available to all current marina patrons with use of an assigned key and is for single vehicles only. Current 
marina patrons berthing on K dock will be assigned passes to park in designated vehicle parking in Miller Park 
near gate 5. Miller Park may close and lock at dusk each night. If that occurs, K dock patrons must obtain a 
parking lot gate key by deposit of $25.00 per key to exit and enter Miller Park after hours.  
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Pets  
All pets shall be on a leash at all times. No pet, other than a service animal, shall be permitted in the restrooms. 
 
1. Pets at Large  

Every dog found running at large, whether licensed or unlicensed, will be subject to be impounded by the 
City’s Animal Care Services Division. 
 

2. Pet License Display  
Every dog must have its license displayed and the tag must be maintained on the animal.  
 

3. Unrestrained Pets  
All pets, licensed or unlicensed, shall be restrained by substantial leash, not to exceed eight (8) feet in length 
and attached to their collar. 
 

4. Cleanup of Pet Waste  
The City of Sacramento ordinance 9.44.220 (D) requires owners to clean up the waste left by their dogs. 

  

Personal Watercraft (PWC) 
12.76.260 section E. The presence of nonlicensees’ personal watercraft within the Sacramento marina is 
incompatible with the primary use of the marina by licensees. The presence of nonlicensees’ personal watercraft 
within the Sacramento marina reduces the city’s ability to provide a safe channel to navigate in and out of the 
Sacramento marina, because it increases the likelihood of collisions, and reduces the city’s ability to protect 
licensees’ boats and other property. 
 
The slip licensee is authorized to store personal watercraft (PWC) or dinghies with the parent vessel, provided 
that the additional PWC or dinghies are registered and insured to the slip licensee and that everything fits 
within the assigned slip. There shall be no additional fee for the first PWC or dinghy. Any additional PWC or 
dinghies that meet the requirements shall be an additional $12/month per PWC/dinghy.  
 

Sanitation and Refuse 
Vessels with holding tanks are allowed to use their heads while staying in the Sacramento Marina. Those 
without holding tanks are not allowed to use their heads while in the Sacramento Marina, and their through 
holes are to be sealed. A pump out station is located at the fuel dock.  Dumping of port-a-potties in the 
restroom facilities or storm drains is prohibited. 
 

Security 
The marina has five access gates and are electronically locked. There are cameras in various locations of the 
marina and police observation devices (PODS) in the surrounding area. The marina is patrolled by security 
guards or marina staff 24/7.  If licensees wish to report a crime in progress or are the victims of theft, vandalism 
or other crime, it is the licensee’s discretion to call the Sacramento Police Department non-emergency, 911 or 
311 to dispatch an officer. Contact numbers for marina staff and security are posted on all marina entrance 
gates, the fuel dock and the administration office. Please refer to the “Quick Reference” section at the end of 
this book. 
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Speed Limit 
Speed limit within the Sacramento Marina is (3) three miles per hour or “no-wake” speed. No-wake speed is 
operating at a speed that is reasonable and prudent, considering the wake of any vessel and the effect of such 
wake on vessels or floating docks in the Sacramento Marina.  
 

Steps and Stairs 
Steps, stairs, ladders or other containers shall not be secured to the finger floats. Platform steps not over one-
half the width of the finger float may be used as a temporary means for boarding vessels, and these shall be 
removed when not in use. They must be of lightweight construction and not used as a storage locker. 
 

Storage — Use of Floats for Storage Prohibited  
Use of floats to store or place supplies, materials, gear, dinghies, etc. of any kind shall not be permitted. Kayaks, 
canoes, tubes, floaties, must either be stored on the boat or if it fits within the slip, may be stored in the slip.  
Dock boxes may be purchased or rented from the Sacramento Marina. Water hoses may be kept on the dock if 
wrapped neatly to the water source. The slip licensee is authorized to store personal watercraft (PWC) or 
dinghies with the parent vessel, provided that the additional PWC or dinghies are registered and insured to the 
slip licensee and that everything fits within the assigned slip. There shall be no additional fee for the first PWC 
or dinghy. Any additional PWC or dinghies that meet the requirements shall be an additional $12/month 
per PWC/dinghy.  
 

Swimming, SUP’s, Kayaks, Canoes, Inflatables - Prohibited Use in Marina 
Swimming in any portion of the Sacramento Marina, including the main channel or entrance, is prohibited; 
provided, however, a person may swim in the waters of the Sacramento Marina immediately adjacent to a 
properly berthed vessel for the purposes of performing hull maintenance on the vessel.  
 
The use of stand-up paddleboards (SUP’s), kayaks, canoes, and inflatable floats is prohibited within the 
Sacramento Marina. Due to the large number of motorized vessels, this is to prevent accidents and to facilitate 
the use of the marina for its primary purpose of berthing licensee vessels. 
 

Tampering With Vessels  
A person shall not willfully injure or tamper with any vessel in the Sacramento Marina or break or remove any 
part from such vessel without the consent of the owner. 
 

Termination Notices 
1 The Sacramento Marina may cancel any berth license agreement at any time by providing thirty (30) days 

prior written notice to the licensee at the address specified in the berth license agreement.  In the event of 
such cancellation, the berthing fee will be prorated on a 30-day prorated schedule if the termination date is 
a date other than the last day of a month.  The security deposit amount will be applied to any outstanding 
amounts or returned to the licensee within a reasonable time after cancellation. 
 

2 A berth license holder shall give thirty (30) days written notice of intent to vacate. Berth license fees are due 
on the last day of the 30-day notice period.  Berth license fees shall be charged on a basis of one month’s 
rent in the event the area is vacated without the notice of intent having been given.  
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Unseaworthy/Derelict Vessels  
It shall be unlawful for a person to berth in the Sacramento Marina a vessel of any kind which is unseaworthy, 
derelict, dilapidated or in a badly deteriorated condition or which is likely to sink or to damage docks, floats or 
other vessels or which may become a menace to navigation, except in cases of emergency.  
 
The owner shall be liable for any damage caused to Sacramento Marina property by an unseaworthy or derelict 
vessel. The expense of repairing the damage shall be stated by the Sacramento Marina and shall be charged to  
the party responsible and/or the vessel’s owner and may be recovered by the Director of the Sacramento 
Marina in any court of competent jurisdiction. (§12.76.120) 
 

Wait List 
1. If there are no berths available, you may request to be put on the waiting list.  Wait lists are in chronological 

order and split out by berth size.  If you are currently a licensee of the Sacramento Marina, there is no fee 
to be on the wait list(s).  However, you must be in good standing and renting at least 20’ of a berth or end 
tie.  If you are not a licensee, there is an annual, non-refundable fee, established by resolution of the City 
Council, which must be paid for each wait list you wish to be on.  The fee must be paid at the time each 
wait list application is submitted and the application will not be considered complete until the fee is paid. 
 

2. The fee is required annually to be on the wait list.  It is solely your responsibility to renew your wait list 
application. If you do not renew, your name will be automatically removed from the waitlist. There will be a 
10-day grace period on all applications.  On the 11th day after the application date, it will be removed from 
the list.   There will be no exceptions made.  If you would like to get back on the list, it is your responsibility 
to complete and submit a new application and pay the annual fee.  You will then be placed at the bottom of 
the list. 

 
3. Applications for berth are non-transferable and only the individual listed on the application, or an individual’s 

spouse or registered domestic partner shall be considered eligible to be a licensee. Only one berth will be 
issued from a single wait list application, regardless of the number of names on the application and only 
applicants listed on the application form and their spouses will have rights to a Berth License Agreement.  
Partnership applications must list all of the partners who will be co-licensees.   
 

4. Once you become a licensee, you will be automatically removed from the wait list.  If you would like to get 
back on the wait list to get a different berth, it is your responsibility to complete and submit a new 
application at no extra cost. You will then be placed at the bottom of the wait list. 

 
5. Once you are no longer a licensee, your name will be automatically removed from the wait list.  If you 

would like to get back on the wait list, it is your responsibility to complete and submit a new application for 
berth and pay the annual fee. You will then be placed at the bottom of the wait list.   
 

6. At any point, licensee or not, if you would like to rent a second berth and there are none available, you 
must complete and submit a new application and pay the annual fee. You will then be placed at the bottom 
of the list. 

 
7. At any point, licensee or not, if you would like to transfer your name from one wait list (by slip size) to 

another, you may do so, but you will be placed at the bottom of the new list at the new date. 
 

8. On your application for berth, you must indicate if you would like to be contacted for any berth available for 
the size indicated OR if you would like to only be called for the specific type(s) of berth(s) indicated.  If you 
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specify that you would only like to be called for a specific berth, you will only be contacted when you are 
next on the wait list and that berth becomes available.   

 
9. Contacts are only made by the provided telephone and/or e-mail address. It is your responsibility to keep 

this information current with the Sacramento Marina at all times.   
 
10.  At any point, licensee or not, when a berth becomes available, it will be offered to the person at the top of 

the wait list for that size berth or specific berth.  If you are that person and fail to respond within five (5) 
days of notification by payment of all required paperwork* and fees OR refuse the slip, you will remain 
where you are on the list ONE more time.  It will then be offered to the next highest person on the list.  If 
your name comes up again and you fail to respond or refuse the slip, you will be automatically removed 
from the list. If you would like to get back on the wait list, it is your responsibility to complete and submit a 
new application for berth and pay the annual fee (no fee if you are a patron). You will then be placed at the 
bottom of the wait list.   
 

11. *Acceptance of a berth must be indicated within five (5) days of notification by providing proof of 
registration, proof of insurance, completing and submitting the original copies of the Application for Berth 
and Berth License Agreement and payment of all required fees.  Licensees accepting a berth off the wait list 
will be required to execute a new Berth License Agreement and be required to pay the adjusted security 
deposit rate for such berth if applicable.  

 

CHAPTER 12.76 

Sacramento Marina and Special Use Areas Ordinance 

§12.76.010 Definitions 
The following words and phrases, whenever used in this chapter, shall have the meaning set forth in this section. 
 
“Berth” means a slip or a place to tie a vessel as assigned by the Director. 
 
“Berthing area” means the area of the Sacramento marina in which vessels are berthed. 
 
“Berth license fee” means and includes the monthly or daily fee paid by the licensee for the use of the 
assigned berth. 
 
“Director” means the person designated by the city manager to perform the functions and duties of the 
Director under this chapter, or the Director’s designated representative. 
 
“Float” means and includes any floating platform normally used for the mooring or securing of vessels. 
 
“Licensee” means the person in whose name a specific berth at the Sacramento marina is assigned by the 
Director pursuant to a berth license agreement. 
 
“Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, limited liability company, association, social 
club, fraternal organization, corporation, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, trustee, syndicate, or any other 
group or combination acting as a unit. 
 



 

 16

“Personal watercraft” means and includes any motorized vessel that has an internal combustion engine 
powering a water-jet pump or a fully-covered propeller chamber as its primary source of motor propulsion and  
that is designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel rather than the 
conventional manner of sitting or standing inside the vessel. This term shall include, but not be limited to, those 
vessels commonly known as “jet skis,” “wet bikes,” “surf jets,” and “sea-doos.” 
 
“Sacramento Marina” means and includes the area within the boundaries of Miller Park that is operated by 
the City of Sacramento as a facility for the berthing of vessels. 
 
“Seaworthy” means in good condition, structurally sound, not likely to sink or become a menace to navigation 
or a nuisance, and capable of getting underway and safely maneuvering over the surface of navigable waters. 
 
“Vessel” means and includes every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on water that is used or is 
capable of being used as a means of transportation on water. (Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 
 

§12.76.020 Authority of Director 
A. The Director shall have the authority to promulgate regulations to effectuate this chapter.  

 
B. The Director may refuse entry into the Sacramento marina any vessel that is not seaworthy or  that is of 

inappropriate size to operate within the Sacramento marina, except in cases of extreme emergency, in 
which case the owner shall be liable for any damage caused by such vessel. 

 
C. Every vessel entering the Sacramento marina shall immediately become subject to the direction and 

order of the Director.   To the extent authorized by law, the Director may enter upon any vessel in the 
Sacramento marina to make such inspections and to take such actions as may be required to enforce the 
provisions of this chapter. 

 
D. The Director may designate the area in which any vessel shall be berthed and may require any vessel to 

change its berth in the marina to such other position as may reasonably be designated.  In the event that 
such orders are not complied with, in addition to any other penalty or remedy provided by law, the 
Director may cause such vessel to be so moved and the cost of such move shall become due and 
payable in the same manner and subject to the same regulations as berth license fees. 

 
E. Should an emergency occur in which any vessel is in danger of being seriously damaged, or seriously 

damaging other boats or any of the Sacramento marina facilities, the Director may take such action as in 
the Director’s sole discretion is necessary for the protection of any property of the city or its licensees. 
The Director shall render a bill for such services to the vessel owner, and such amount shall become 
due and payable in the same manner and subject to the same regulations as berth license fees. 

 
F. The Director may execute on behalf of the city all licenses for berthing space within the Sacramento 

marina. 
 

G. When there is suitable space available, the Director may allow vessels other than those for which a 
berth license has been issued to berth in the Sacramento marina on an overnight basis. Operators of 
such vessels shall sign agreements and shall pay fees established by resolution of the City Council.  
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§12.76.030 Registration of Vessels 
Every vessel entering the Sacramento marina must be registered and numbered as provided by the laws of the 
State of California or any other state, or documented under the laws of the United States. All vessels must 
remain currently registered by the State of California or any other state, or documented by the United States 
to retain a berth license.  The owner or any person operating a vessel for which a berth license has been issued 
shall present the registration or identification card or other evidence of registration or documentation of the 
vessel for examination and copying upon demand of the Director. 

§12.76.040 Berth License Applications 
A. Berth licenses shall only be issued to the registered or documented owner or owners of a vessel. No 

berth license will be issued in the name of a partnership (general or limited), corporation, limited liability 
company, joint venture or other legal entity; provided, however, the Director may establish procedures 
for the issuance of a berth license for a vessel that is registered, documented or owned by a partnership 
(general or limited), corporation, limited liability company, joint venture or other legal entity to a natural 
person whose interest in the vessel (whether by virtue of an interest in the partnership, ownership of 
stock of a corporation or otherwise) is equal to or greater than that of each of the other partners, 
stockholders, members or associates.  

 
B. An application for a berth license shall be submitted in writing on the form provided by the Director and 

shall be accompanied by appropriate fees, vessel specifications, title documentation, credit information, 
and any other information required by the Director.  Only complete applications shall be accepted by 
the Director for processing. (Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 

§12.76.050 Issuance of Berth License—Waiting List Therefore; Insurance and 
Indemnity Requirements 

A. Upon receipt of a complete berth license application, the Director shall determine if a berth of 
appropriate dimensions to accommodate the vessel is available and if the applicant qualifies for a berth 
license.   

 
1. If an appropriate berth is available and if the applicant qualifies for a berth license, the 

Director shall issue a berth license to the applicant upon receipt of the applicable berth 
license fee, proof of insurance, and a signed license agreement. The license agreement shall be 
signed by the licensee and the Director.   

 
2. If the applicant qualifies for a berth license, but there is no appropriate berth available, the 

Director shall place the applicant at the bottom of the waiting list. As berths become 
available, the Director shall issue licenses to applicants on the waiting list in order of their 
priority.  

 
B. An applicant shall qualify for a berth license if the Director finds, based on the information provided in 

the complete application, the following: 
 

1. The applicant is either (i) a natural person and the registered or documented owner of the 
vessel, or (ii) in the event the registered or documented owner of the vessel is a partnership 
(general or limited), corporation, limited liability company, joint venture or other legal entity, 
that the applicant is a natural person whose interest in the vessel (whether by virtue of an 
interest in the partnership, ownership of stock of a corporation or otherwise) is equal to or 
greater than that of each of the other partners, stockholders, members or associates, and 
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2. The vessel is seaworthy and of appropriate size to operate in the Sacramento marina, and 

 
3. The applicant is credit worthy. 

 
C. During the term of a berth license issued pursuant to this chapter, the licensee or owner(s) of a vessel 

authorized by a license to berth in the Sacramento marina shall maintain in full force and effect at no 
cost to the City a protection and indemnity insurance policy: 

1. In an amount established by the city manager; and 

2. Issued by an admitted insurer or insurers as defined by the California Insurance Code; and 

3. Providing that the city, its officers, employees and agents are to be named as additional 
insured under the policy; and 

4. Stipulating that the policy will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance 
effected by the city or other named insured will be called on to contribute to a loss covered 
thereunder; and 

5. Providing that no cancellation, change in coverage or expiration by the insurance company or 
the insured shall occur during the term of the berth license, without thirty (30) days written 
notice to the Director prior to the effective date of such cancellation or change in coverage.  

 

Within thirty days of the effective date of this ordinance, the Director shall provide written notice of the 
requirements of this subsection C to every person who is a licensee on the effective date of this ordinance.  A 
person who is a licensee on the effective date of this ordinance shall have ninety days from the effective date of 
this ordinance to comply with the requirements of subsection C.    
 

D. The licensee and owner(s) of a vessel authorized by a license to berth in the Sacramento marina shall 
assume the defense of, and indemnify and hold harmless, the city, its officers, employees and agents from 
and against all actions, losses, damages, liability, costs and expenses of every type and description, 
including but not limited to attorney fees, to which any or all of them may be subjected by reason of, or 
resulting from, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, the acts or omissions of the licensee or owner 
or the licensee’s or owner’s agents, officers or employees, directly or indirectly arising from the berthing 
of the vessel in the Sacramento marina.  The foregoing is not intended to and shall not be construed to 
limit any responsibility or liability that the licensee or owner(s) may be subjected to under other laws. 

 
E. Berth licenses are non-transferable. No person shall gift, sell, assign, or transfer, whether voluntarily or 

involuntarily, a berth license, and any attempt to do so shall not be recognized or honored by the City; 
provided, however, the Director may establish regulations authorizing the temporary use of berths.  
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subsection E to the contrary, prior to June 1, 2008, those 
persons who were licensees on March 1, 2005, shall be permitted to transfer a berth license with the 
sale of the vessel that was subject to the berth license agreement on the effective date of this ordinance. 

§12.76.060 Revocation of Berth License 
The Director may revoke a berth license if the Director determines that the licensee has failed to comply with 
any provisions of this chapter, or any regulation promulgated thereunder, or any provision of the license 
agreement. (Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 
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§12.76.070 Berth License Fees 
 The berth license fees at the Sacramento marina shall be established by resolution of the city council. 
(Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 

§12.76.080 Delinquent Payments 
All monthly license fees shall be due and payable monthly in advance, on or before the first day of each month, 
and shall become delinquent after the tenth day of the month for which payment is due. All charges for other 
services and supplies shall be due on the first day of the month following performance of the service or delivery 
of the supplies, and shall become delinquent on the tenth day thereafter. (Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 

§12.76.090 Access to Berthing Area 
A. No person other than licensees, owners of vessels berthed in the Sacramento marina, their invitees, and 

authorized personnel of the city, shall go upon any of the floats, gangways or vessels within the berthing 
area.  

 
B. No person shall leave a gate to the berthing area of the Sacramento marina open for a period of time 

longer than necessary for the person to enter or exit the berthing area. (Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 

§12.76.100 Maintenance of Vessels 
A. Repairs to and maintenance of a vessel may be made or accomplished while the vessel is at its assigned 

berth, provided that all such work is done within the confines of the vessel itself and is not carried on 
upon the floats or gangways. All materials used in repair or maintenance work shall be stored within the 
confines of the vessel when work is not being performed, and shall not be kept upon floats or gangways 
when the person performing the work is not in attendance at the vessel. Any repairs or maintenance 
shall be accomplished in such a manner as not to interfere with access to, or use of, any other vessel. 
No debris, removed parts or fluids from repairs and maintenance may be allowed to accumulate on any 
dock or enter the Sacramento marina waters. 

 
B. No person shall use welding equipment, a burning torch or any other open flame apparatus within the 

confines of the Sacramento marina without written permission from the Director. If such permission is 
given, and welding equipment, burning torch, or any other open flame apparatus is used, care shall be 
exercised for the safety of all vessels and Sacramento marina facilities, and an approved fire extinguisher 
of the proper type and of sufficient size shall be readily available. In addition, a water hose attached to an 
outlet shall also be available as a standby facility. Any work requiring the use of welding equipment, a 
burning torch, or any other open flame apparatus shall be conducted only in an area designated by the 
Director. 

 
C. No person shall spray paint a vessel, equipment, or any other portion thereof, within the Sacramento 

marina.(Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 

§12.76.110 Commercial Maintenance on Vessels Within The Marina 
 A. No person shall perform any work on, or provide any service to, any licensee or vessel within the 
Sacramento marina for which said person receives a fee, compensation, or any other thing of value, unless such 
person has first complied with the following provisions: 
 

1. Shown the Director proper work authorization from the owner of the vessel; and 
2. Shown the Director evidence of the issuance of an applicable business license from the city; and 
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3. Obtained permission from the Director to enter the berthing facility; and 
4. Agreed to perform such service or work in conformance with instructions of the Director; and 
5. Shown the Director a statement from the city manager or his or her designee indicating that said 
person has insurance coverage to include: 

 
a. Workers compensation and employer’s liability, 
b. General liability insurance, 
c. Products and completed operation liability, 
d. Broad form property damage liability, and 
e. Personal injury liability. 

 
B. The amount of the policy shall be established by the city manager, and it shall name the city, its officers, 
employees, and agents as additional insureds. The policy shall stipulate that it will operate as primary insurance 
and that no other insurance by the city or other named insured shall be called on to contribute to a loss 
covered thereunder. The policy shall also contain a provision requiring a ten (10) days’ notice must be given to 
the Director prior to cancellation, modification or reduction of the limits of the policy by the insured.  

§12.76.120 Unseaworthy Vessels      
A. It is unlawful and a public nuisance for any person to operate or berth any vessel that is not seaworthy in 

the Sacramento marina, unless the vessel is in an emergency situation or condition:  
 

1. Vessels that are in an emergency situation or condition shall only be operated or berthed in the 
Sacramento marina until the emergency situation/condition ends, but in no event shall the vessel 
remain in the Sacramento marina for more than seventy-two (72) hours;  

 
2. Determinations of seaworthiness shall be made by the Director.  

  
B. Any vessel that is not seaworthy shall be removed from the waters of the Sacramento marina upon the 

order of the Director. If the owner of any vessel or the owner’s agent refuses to comply with the 
Director's order, the refusal shall constitute grounds for revocation of any berth license issued by the 
Director for berthing the vessel. The Director may order the vessel removed and stored for a period 
not to exceed sixty days. Upon the expiration of the sixty-day period, the vessel shall be sold at public 
auction in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 2 of Division 3 of the Harbors and 
Navigation Code (commencing with Section 500 thereof). The owner of the vessel shall be civilly liable 
to the City for all costs, fees, damages and expenses incurred by the City in raising, towing, keeping, 
storing and selling the vessel. All such costs shall be a lien upon the vessel and the proceeds of sale 
thereof. 

§12.76.130 Failure or Refusal to Comply With Lawful Order Of Director 
A. No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order of the Director to remove a 

vessel from a berth in the Sacramento marina.   
 

B. In the event that such orders are not complied with, in addition to any other penalty or remedy 
provided by law, the Director may cause such vessel to be so removed and the cost of such removal 
shall become due and payable in the same manner and subject to the same regulations as berth license 
fees.  
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C.  In the event that such orders are not complied with, in addition to any other penalty or remedy 
provided by law, the director may cause such vessel to be so removed and the cost of such removal shall 
become due and payable in the same manner and subject to the same regulations as berth license fees. 
(Ord. 2006-059 § 1) 

§12.76.140 Wrecked or Sunken Vessels 
Whenever a vessel is wrecked or sunk within the Sacramento marina, accidentally or otherwise, the owner shall 
immediately mark its position by a buoy or beacon by day and by an electric light visible for at least one 
hundred (100) yards by night, and maintain such markings until the obstruction is removed. The owner of such a 
wrecked or sunken vessel shall immediately commence removal of said vessel and prosecute the removal 
diligently to completion, and the failure to do so shall constitute an abandonment of the vessel and subject the 
vessel to removal and disposition in accordance with the provisions of Section §12.76.120.  No person shall 
return a wrecked or sunken vessel to its berth within the Sacramento marina without the prior approval of the 
Director.  The owner of a sunken or wrecked vessel shall be liable for any damage which results to city 
property or other vessels in the marina.  

§12.76.150 Accident Reports 
Any person involved in an activity or collision which causes damage to any other person, vessel, property, or 
city facilities within the Sacramento marina, of any nature whatsoever, whether said person be at fault, or not, 
shall fill out an accident report provided by the Director within twelve (12) hours of such incident. The 
completion of this accident report shall be in addition to such notices and/or reports required by the laws of 
the state. 

§12.76.160 Vessel Traffic—Speed limit 
 All vessels approaching or within the Sacramento marina shall be operated in a safe and prudent manner and in 
no event shall the entrance to the Sacramento marina be blocked by general boating activities or fishing. The 
speed of any vessel within the Sacramento marina shall not exceed three miles per hour. No person shall 
operate a vessel upon the waters of the Sacramento marina in such a manner that the speed thereof creates an 
unnecessary or excessive wake, or interferes with the operation of any other vessel.   

§12.76.170 Children in Marina 
It is unlawful for any child under the age of fifteen (15) years to enter, remain, or be upon any of the floats, 
gangways, or vessels in the Sacramento marina, unless such child is accompanied by a responsible adult who is 
authorized to be in the Sacramento marina pursuant to Section §12.76.090 of this chapter.  

§12.76.180 Animals in Marina 
No owner or person in control of any dog or other animal shall permit the animal to run at large within the 
Sacramento marina. All animals shall be deemed to be running at large unless: the animal is led or restrained by 
a leash, chain, strap, cord, or other similar device attached to the animal’s collar, and which is securely fastened 
around the animal; and the leash, chain, strap, cord, or other similar device is actually held by a person capable 
of controlling the animal or made fast to the vessel of the owner or the vessel of the person in control of  the 
animal. Owners shall be responsible for all actions of the animal.  
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§12.76.190 Refuse 
A. No person shall throw, deposit, discharge, or otherwise place any refuse, garbage, debris, bait, sewage, 

or waste matter of any description, upon or into the floats or waters of the Sacramento marina. 
 

B. No person shall throw, deposit, discharge, or otherwise place any oil, paint, varnish, spirits, coal tar, 
contaminated bilge water, inflammable liquid, refuse or residuary produce of coal, petroleum, asphalt, 
bitumen, or other carbonaceous material or substance, upon or into the floats or waters of the 
Sacramento marina. 

 
C. All garbage shall be deposited in receptacles furnished by the city for that purpose. 

 
D. No person shall clean fish on the floats or other areas of the Sacramento marina. No person shall place 

or leave dead animals, fish, parts of fish, shellfish, bait, or other putrefying matter on or along the floats, 
gangways, or marina structures, or throw or deposit such materials upon or into the waters of the 
Sacramento marina.  

§12.76.200 Sanitary Facilities 
No person shall discharge sewage in the Sacramento marina. The Director shall require owners of vessels which 
are used for eating or sleeping purposes to post notices that the toilet facilities aboard may not be used while 
the vessel is moored or berthed in the marina or is using the waters of the marina, unless such vessel is 
equipped with a properly functioning sewage holding tank.  

§12.76.210 Living on Board 
No person shall live on board any vessel within the Sacramento marina. This prohibition against living on vessels 
shall not prevent the use of vessels in the marina for eating and sleeping purposes for a period not to exceed 
three days in any seven-day period. One or more persons on board between the hours of one a.m. and six a.m. 
shall be considered as living aboard that night; unless the vessel enters or leaves the Sacramento marina during 
that time.  

§12.76.220 Open Flame Devices 
No person shall use barbecues, hibachis or other similar open flame devices within the confines of the 
Sacramento marina.   

§12.76.230 Tampering with or Boarding Vessels 
No person shall willfully injure, break, remove, or tamper with any part of any vessel or any other private or 
public property in the Sacramento marina, nor shall any person climb into, or upon, any vessel without the 
consent of the owner, unless in the performance of official duties, or to protect life or property.  

§12.76.240 Liability for Damage and/or Loss of Property 
The owner of a vessel shall assume all liability for damage or loss of any kind to the owner’s property while 
within the confines of the Sacramento marina. The city assumes no risk on account of fire, theft, act of God, or 
damage of any nature, from any cause whatever, to vessels or other property.  
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§12.76.250 Advertising and Soliciting 
No person shall advertise or solicit on any vessel or any berthing area within the Sacramento marina, except 
one sign not to exceed one square foot in area is permitted on any vessel.  

§12.76.260 Findings Re Special Use Area. 
The council of the city finds as follows: 
 

A. The Sacramento marina, as described in Section §12.76.010 of this chapter, is designated as a “special use 
area,” as defined in the Harbors and Navigation Code, Section 651(aa). The Sacramento marina is 
operated by the city as a facility for the berthing of vessels. Local regulation of the Sacramento marina is 
required to prevent accidents and to facilitate the use of the marina for its primary purpose of berthing 
licensee vessels. 

 
B. The areas within two hundred (200) feet of the Miller Park boat launch ramp and courtesy dock and 

within two hundred (200) feet of the Garcia Bend boat launch ramp are hereby designated as “special 
use areas,” as defined in the Harbors and Navigation Code, Section 651(v). The boat launch ramps and 
courtesy dock are operated by the city for the launching and delaunching of vessels and for the coming 
and going of vessels using the courtesy dock on a temporary basis. Local regulations of the area within 
two hundred (200) feet of the boat launch ramps and courtesy dock is necessary to prevent accidents 
and to facilitate the use of the boat launch ramps and courtesy dock for their primary purpose. 

 
C. The configuration of the Sacramento marina, and the large number of boats berthed therein, which 

navigate in and out of the marina, make use of the marina area by persons other than marina berth 
licensees incompatible with the primary use of the marina by licensees. The presence of nonlicensee 
vessels within the Sacramento marina reduces the city’s ability to provide a safe channel to navigate in 
and out of the Sacramento marina, because it increases the likelihood of collisions, and reduces the city’s 
ability to protect licensees’ boats and other property. 

 
D. The presence of persons fishing from shore or from vessels that are not properly berthed within the 

Sacramento marina is incompatible with the primary use of the marina by licensees. Fishing by 
nonlicensees within the Sacramento marina reduces the city’s ability to provide a safe channel to navigate 
in and out of the Sacramento marina, because it increases the likelihood of collisions, and reduces the 
city’s ability to protect licensees’ boats and other property. 

 
E. The presence of nonlicensees’ personal watercraft within the Sacramento marina is incompatible with 

the primary use of the marina by licensees. The presence of nonlicensees’ personal watercraft within the 
Sacramento marina reduces the city’s ability to provide a safe channel to navigate in and out of the 
Sacramento marina, because it increases the likelihood of collisions, and reduces the city’s ability to 
protect licensees’ boats and other property. 

 
F. The presence of personal watercraft within two hundred (200) feet of the boat launch ramps and 

courtesy dock, other than for launching and delaunching, presents a threat to public safety, in that wakes 
produced by the personal watercraft endanger the safety of other vessels which are launching and 
delaunching, and the presence of personal watercraft increases the likelihood of collisions between 
personal watercraft and other vessels. 
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G. The regulations contained in Sections §12.76.260 through §12.76.280 of this chapter are necessary to 
promote public safety and to protect the property of those vessels licensed by the city to berth in the 
marina and vessels using the boat launch ramps and courtesy dock. 

 
H. This chapter is adopted pursuant to the police powers of the city granted by the California Constitution, 

Article XI, Section 7, and the statutory authority conferred upon local governments by the Harbors and 
Navigation Code, Sections 268(a) and 660(a).   

§12.76.270 No Nonlicensed Vessels in Sacramento Marina 
It is unlawful for any person to operate within the Sacramento marina a vessel for which a Sacramento marina 
berth license has not been issued, except with prior approval; provided, however, that it shall not be unlawful to 
enter the marina for the purpose of navigating directly to and from the fuel dock to purchase fuel or other 
supplies.  

§12.76.280 No Fishing in the Sacramento Marina 
It is unlawful for any person to fish within the Sacramento marina, whether from a vessel or from the shore; 
provided, however, that berth licensees and their invitees may fish from properly berthed vessels.  

§12.76.290 No Personal Watercraft In Sacramento Marina Or Within Two 
Hundred Feet Of The Miller Park Boat Launch Ramp/Courtesy Dock Or Garcia 
Bend Launch Ramp 
 

A. It is unlawful for any person to operate a personal watercraft within the Sacramento marina; provided, 
however, that berth licensees and their invitees may operate personal watercraft within the Sacramento 
marina. 

 
B. It is unlawful for any person to operate a personal watercraft within two hundred (200) feet of the Miller 

Park boat launch ramp or courtesy dock or within two hundred (200) feet of the Garcia Bend boat 
launch ramp, except to launch or delaunch the personal watercraft.  

§12.76.300 Violation—Penalty 
 
 Any person violating Section §12.76.220, §12.79.270, §12.76.280 or §12.76.290 of this chapter is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. Any person violating any other provision of this chapter is guilty of an infraction.  
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Quick Reference Guide 
 
 

 
Hours of Operation 

 
 

Marina Administration Office 
 

Monday – Friday, 9am to 4pm 
916-808-5712  
 

 
Fuel Dock  
 
Please call 916-808-5712 or  
916-807-0838 for current hours of operation. 
 
 
Fees 

 
 Berthing fees are subject to change. 
 Late fees are applied to outstanding balances after the 10th of each month. 

The fee is a flat rate of $25.00. 
  Electricity is available for a flat rate of $12.00/month for any vessel under 40’ and offered 

at a flat rate of $20.00/month for any vessel 40’ and above. 
 Overnight dock use is available at a flat rate of $50.00/night. Overnight dock use 

application requests and fees must be received in advance and will be reviewed on a case-
by-case basis to determine availability.  

 Lift fees/$500.00. Please contact Marina Office for more information 
 The slip licensee is authorized to store personal watercraft (PWC) or dinghies with the parent vessel, 

provided that the additional PWC or dinghies are registered and insured to the slip licensee and that 
everything fits within the assigned slip. There shall be no additional fee for the first PWC or dinghy. Any 
additional PWC or dinghies that meet the requirements shall be an additional $12/month 
per PWC/dinghy.  

 Dock Lockers are available to rent or own.  Rent: $15.00 per month / Own: $500.00 
 Annual Wait List Fee is $25.00.  (Fees are not applicable for current patrons.) 
 Electronic Key - $25.00 
 Administrative Fee - $55.00/hr  
 Water Removal from Vessel - $50.00/Per day 
 Spill Response Recovery  

25’ and under $1,000.00 (minimum);  
25’ – 35’ $1,500.00 (minimum);  
35’ – 50’ $2,000.00 (minimum) 
 

 

 
 

City of Sacramento 
Sacramento Marina 

 
Report Suspicious Activities 

 
 
Operator……………………………….311 
 
Police Non-Emergency…..916-808-5471 
 
Emergency……………………………...911 
 
On-Site Security………..…916-720-5118 
 
Marina Office Hours………......916-808-5712 
 
Marina Staff/FUEL…………..…916-807-0838 


