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510.01 
RADIO COMMUNICATION 

03-19-2026 
 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this order is to establish procedures for effective radio communication and operation of police 
radio channels. 
 
POLICY 
It shall be the policy of the Sacramento Police Department (SPD) that the use of radio communication systems 
promotes officer safety, maximizes operational effectiveness, and adheres to Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) regulations.  
 
PROCEDURE 
A. DEFINITION 

1. CONTROL 1 – The radio designator assigned to Communications Division employees staffing a main 
radio channel during normal operations or a dedicated radio channel during a special detail.    

2. RADIO INTERFERENCE – Any noise, bleed-over, or unauthorized transmission disrupting normal 
transmissions. 

3. SIMUL-SELECTING – When more than one channel is selected for disseminating information. 
B. GENERAL 

1. Employees utilizing the department’s radio system shall: 
a. Adhere to specific channels of operation and identifiers assigned while maintaining brevity of 

message content. 
b. Comply with department policies, procedures, and FCC rules. 
c. Exchange equipment that is malfunctioning and submit all applicable repair forms to appropriate 

communications employees or vendor personnel. 
2. The FCC periodically monitors the department’s radio transmissions for violations, including, but not 

limited to: 
a. Transmissions of obscene language. 
b. Failure to identify radio transmissions with assigned radio designators. 

3. Employees shall, when broadcasting on any approved radio frequency in the course of their assigned 
duties: 
a. Use the department authorized phonetic alphabet to differentiate sound-alike letters, names, street 

addresses, and vehicles. 
b. Project a professional demeanor. 
c. Speak in a distinct and clear manner. 
d. Use clear and brief speech. 
e. Comply with regulations established by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the California 

Department of Justice (DOJ) that aim to protect Criminal Justice Information (CJI) and Personal 
Identifying Information (PII).  
(1) California law defines PII as an individual’s first name, or first initial, and last name in 

combination with any one or more specific data elements (see table for combinations that 
constitute PII). 

(2) Broadcasting any combination of information from the left and right columns below in a single 
radio transmission is a violation of FBI CJIS Security Policy §§ 5.10 and 5.13 and CLETS 
Policies, Practices and Procedure § 1.6.4. 

(3) To comply with DOJ Information Bulletin CJIS 20-09, anyone broadcasting PII on an 
unencrypted radio frequency must break up PII into multiple radio transmissions.  
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933 Burglary alarm 994  Bomb threat 
936 Warrant hit (F or M) 994D Explosive device 
939 Confidential information for officer only 995 Fire for non-structure fire, no medical aid 

needed 
940 Meet the officer 996 Found Property 

 

 




