


  

 

 

  

Powerhouse Science Center (PB16-068) 

Addendum to Mitigated Negative Declaration  

 

File Number/Project Name:  Powerhouse Science Center (PB16-068) 

 

Project Location:  400 Jibboom Street (APN 001-0190-004-0000) 

 

Existing General Plan Designations and Zoning:  The proposed project is zoned HC- Highway 

Commercial.  The existing General Plan land use designation for the site is Parks and Recreation. The 

subject site is in the Central City Community Plan Area, within the River District Special Planning District. 

Project Background: The Robert T. Matsui Waterfront Park Master Plan Amendment, which included 

the development of the Powerhouse Science Center Project, was reviewed and approved under the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines by Sacramento City Council on June 1, 2010 

(Resolution No. 2010-296) and it was determined that the Project as proposed may have potentially 

significant impacts to the environment. In compliance with the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, Cal. Code Reg. 

§ 15000), section 15070(b) 1, mitigation measures have been identified that are incorporated into the 

project to reduce impacts to the less-than-significant level, and an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 

Declaration (IS/MND) was prepared under the title of Powerhouse Science Center project, which included 

the proposed amendment to the Robert T. Matsui Waterfront Park Master Plan. These mitigation 

measures address Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology, Hydrology, and Noise impacts.  

The Project was also reviewed under National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for which Sacramento 

Housing and Redevelopment Agency (SHRA) was the federal Responsible Entity pursuant to U. S. 

Department of Housing of Urban Development (HUD), and NEPA regulations. An Environmental 

Assessment (EA) was prepared to comprehensively analyze the environmental impacts and adverse 

effects of the Center. The EA circulated for a 15-day public review period which ended on August 3, 2010. 

The City Council on November 9, 2010 approved the Cultural Resources Treatment and Monitoring 

Agreement for the project.  

On June 1, 2010, the Master Plan for the Robert T. Matsui Waterfront Park was amended to reflect the 

uses proposed for the Project site and was designated a community park. Further, the City also submitted 

a nomination of the former PG&E Power Station B building to the National Park Service U.S. Department 

of the Interior for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. That nomination was accepted on July 

24, 2010. The building has also been designated as a City of Sacramento Landmark and was listed in 

the Sacramento Register of Historic & Cultural Resources on February 15, 2011.  

 
Project Description:  This amendment proposes to modify the previously approved Project as follows:  
phase the project’s construction based on financial feasibility; add an approximately 7,000 square foot 
new addition (Addition) to the historic Power Station B building; modify interior floor space configuration 



  

 

of the Power Station B; modify the footprint for the approved parking structure; and preserve the ability 
to construct the balance of the entitled square footage as part of a future enlargement of the Addition.  
Projected attendance numbers remain as previously stated at 250,000 annually.   
 
Changes are briefly summarized as follows: 
 

Scope Element Previous Entitlement Current Proposal Future Work 

Addition to Power 
Station B 

~36,000 SF, 2 story 
addition  

~7,000 SF, 2 Story 
entry addition with 
basement 

~29,000 SF, 2 story 
expansion of addition 

Historic Power 
Station B 

~45,600 SF, 
Restoration of building 
with insertion of new 
floors 

Same as previous with 
smaller 2nd floor 
openings 

None proposed 

Parking Structure 346 parking spaces, 5 
levels 

346 parking spaces, 4 
levels with larger 
footprint 

None proposed 

 
The proposed project revisions and changes are described in detail under the following headings: 
 

• Powerhouse and Addition  

• Parking Structure 

• Site Improvements 

• Signage 
 
Powerhouse and Addition: 
 
Phasing and Addition.  The initial phase of the Project consists of the renovation of the historic building 
(~45,000 SF) and construction of the Addition with the balance of the entitled additional 81,000 SF to be 
constructed in a future phase.  The Addition will serve as an entry, circulation and services structure to 
be appended onto the east facing and unfinished side of the historic structure.  The Addition will be 
approximately 37’ high which is 5’ shorter than the parapet of the adjacent Power Station B building and 
of a scale and architectural character that clearly differentiates it from the historic structure.  The Addition 
floors will correspond to the floor levels of the power station.  Functionally, the Addition will be the primary 
visitor entrance and will include a lobby with ticketing counter, a stairway, an elevator, a small gift shop, 
and toilet facilities. 
 
The Addition will feature a large two-story wall of windows facing to the north to allow daylighting of the 
two-story lobby space and provide a strong contrast to the historic structure which has limited windows 
and requires daylight controlled exhibition spaces.  This element would be carried forward and retained 
as the primary entry element when full build out of the Project is realized in a future construction phase. 
 
The existing historic building will be fully renovated and restored to serve as the primary exhibition and 
learning spaces for the science center, consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties.  This will include space for permanent exhibits, traveling exhibits, a 
planetarium, classrooms, and offices.  The planetarium was previously part of a larger addition and the 
planetarium dome was the dominant architectural feature of the design.  The relocation of the planetarium 
within the existing power station requires that it be scaled to fit within existing spaces and will reduce the 
seating capacity from 150 seats to roughly 90 seats. Future phases of construction may include a 150 to 
250 seat planetarium/theater in a new building addition.  



  

 

 
Floor Openings.  With the reduced overall square footage in the initial project phase from 81,000 SF to 
52,000 SF, all available space in the historic building is fully utilized to ensure the Powerhouse has 
sufficient space to operate effectively and provide an outstanding visitor experience.  Previous approvals 
for the second floor of the historic building included five openings in the floor totaling approximately 2,830 
SF which negatively impacts the usability of this floor.  Fully half of the usable second floor of the turbine 
hall was consumed by these openings.  The current floor plan proposes to reduce the openings from five 
to three, totaling approximately 375 SF.  This will allow the turbine hall second floor to accommodate a 
36’ planetarium dome, approximately 2,200 SF of exhibit gallery, and approximately 1,700 SF of office 
space.  The boiler hall second floor will be approximately 5,460 SF of exhibit gallery.  The Power Station 
B building would not be able to function adequately for the Powerhouse project in the absence of this 
change, and further, does not affect the character defining features of the building   
 
Windows.  A majority of the glass in the existing window frames is either missing or broken.  The iron 
frames are heavily corroded, bent in many places, contaminated with asbestos residue, and some 
sections are missing.  A recent site survey shows that more than 50% of the original frames are missing 
or unrepairable and would need to be replaced, and the estimated cost of rehabilitation of the existing 
window frames significantly exceeds the cost of new frames Full window frame replacement of all the 
windows with a new product of substantially similar appearance and consistent with historic preservation 
guidelines is proposed in lieu of rehabilitation, and has been approved by the City’s Preservation Officer. 
This will provide a visually consistent product, reduced construction cost, reduced ongoing maintenance 
cost, and improved energy efficiency which will reduce operating costs.  
 
Parking Structure 
 
The previously approved parking structure was approved as a 346 space, five level garage with one at 
grade level and four elevated levels with a portion of the west end of the garage utilized for mechanical 
equipment that served the power station building.  The current design includes the same parking 
assumptions but would fit all the proposed parking spaces on four levels with one level at grade and three 
elevated levels.  The footprint of the proposed parking structure will be expanded to the east which was 
formerly planned as surface parking.  The larger footprint will allow for one fewer level in which to achieve 
the 346 spaces previously approved.   
 
A portion of the north end of the structure and space under the first parking ramp would be used as 
support space for the Powerhouse Science Center.  The space will provide toilet rooms, storage, a 
fabrication shop and a small classroom that would be associated with the adjacent outdoor educational 
venues.  The parking structure height is expected to be approximately 40’ to top of wall at the upper level 
parking areas with taller stair and elevator tower elements.  The top level of the garage is envisioned as 
a likely platform for solar PV arrays which will extend roughly 9’ above the parking perimeter walls of the 
upper level. 
 
Site Improvements and Circulation 
 
The proposed site will retain the same functional configuration as the previous design, however funding 
constraints dictate a simpler hardscape and landscape treatments.  Vehicular circulation on the site will 
remain essentially the same, but the pavements extending down the west and south sides of the Power 
Station B will be limited to a 150-foot long dead end fire access road that is required by code.  The wide 
pavements on the south side of the Power Station B will be replaced by simpler paved walkways.   The 
bus loop at the east side of the site will include a large center island that is large enough to include a 
feature element such as public art or a feature exhibit that is still to be defined.   
 



  

 

Since project planning approval in 2011, a separate Sakuramento Hanami Line project which includes 
renovation of the adjacent Matsui Park has been proposed.  Design has commenced on the Hanami Line 
project but its construction is likely to occur on a different schedule from the Powerhouse.  The 
Powerhouse site landscape has been redesigned to integrate cohesively with the Hanami line master 
concept and allow for incremental future construction at Matsui Park and along the bike path adjacent to 
the site. 
 
The previous project plans included site features such as solar trees, extensive seat wall terraces 
constructed on the levee embankment, a living machine waste water treatment system, and ramps up to 
the elevated Matsui Park lawn area.  These features will not be part of current plans and may be 
constructed in future phases.  Seat wall terraces along the west and south levee embankment are still 
desirable and fit into the Hanami Line master concept, but will need to be constructed in future phases 
when funding is available as well.   
 
Signage 
 
Signage is expected to conform to the previously approved project requirements with the large building 
signage to be placed upon the eastern elevation of the new Addition.  Eventually the large building 
signage would be relocated to a revised elevation of the building when the future expansion is 
constructed. 
 
  



  

 

Discussion 

An Addendum to an approved Mitigated Negative Declaration may be prepared if only minor technical 

changes or additions are required, and none of the conditions identified in CEQA Guidelines Section 

15162 are present.  The following identifies the standards set forth in section 15162 as they relate to 

the project.  

 

1. No substantial changes are proposed in the project which would require major revisions 

of the previously approved Mitigated Negative Declaration due to the involvement of 

new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 

previously identified significant effects. 

 

The Project was reviewed and approved under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) Guidelines by Sacramento City Council on June 1, 2010. The project was approved 

for development of the following components: various park improvements and circulation 

improvements; rehabilitation of the historic PG&E Power Station B building to become the 

Powerhouse Science Center containing 36,400 SF of interior floor area; a new 13,218 SF 

Planetarium and Challenger Center with a walkway connecting to the Powerhouse Science 

Center; a separate 14,500 SF Education Center and Restaurant; and a two-story parking 

structure. 

In August, 2011, the project was modified by Special Permit to establish a 81,000 SF museum, 

a height variance to allow for a 59 foot planetarium, and a variance to allow for a 63 space, 46 

foot parking garage.  Specifically, the proposed changes include the removal of the Educational 

Center and Restaurant building, reduction of interior square footage and use of the historic 

PG&E Power Station B, and moving the uses from those structures into the Earth and Space 

Sciences Center and Learning Center (formerly labeled as the Planetarium and Challenger 

Center); and removal of surface level parking lot and increase in the parking structure to four 

stories (46 feet in height). 

The proposed modifications to the project reduces the intensity of the use at the historic Power 

Station B while providing the same parking availability. The decrease in intensity does not 

result in an increase of any previously identified significant impacts in the previous Mitigated 

Negative Declaration, approved in June 2010. 

 

2.  No substantial changes have occurred with respect to circumstances under which the 

project is undertaken that would require major revisions of the previous Mitigated 

Negative Declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental effect or 

a substantial increase in the severity of previously indemnified significant effects. 

 

All of the new information and evaluations are considered to be technical changes and do not 

include any new impacts that have not already been discussed in the previous Mitigated Negative 

Declaration.  The proposed project is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

the Treatment of Historic Properties. 



  

 

 

3.  No new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have 

been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous Mitigated 

Negative Declaration was certified as complete or adopted, shows any of the following: 

 

a)   The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the 

previous Mitigated Negative Declaration; 

 

b)   Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe 

than shown in the previous Mitigated Negative Declaration; 

 

c)   Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 

would in fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more 

significant effects of the project, but the project proponents decline to 

adopt the mitigation measure or alternative, or; 

 

d)   Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerable different from 

those analyzed in the previous would substantially reduce on or more 

significant effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline 

to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

 

There are no sections in the Initial Study checklist that require revisions to the answers and 

therefore the proposed change in the project description will not result in any environmental 

impacts that were not previously identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration.  

The proposed revised project description will not result in effects any more severe than what is 

evaluated in the Mitigated Negative Declaration and mitigation measures adopted for the previous 

Mitigated Negative Declaration are consistent with what has been previously analyzed. 

The City Council adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Plan (MMP) as part of its approval of the 

original project and the MMP remains applicable to the revised project. 

Based on the above analysis, this Addendum to the previously adopted Mitigated Negative 

Declaration for the project has been prepared. 

Attachments: 

A) Vicinity Map  

B) Site Plan 

C)   Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Powerhouse Science Center 
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Attachment B 
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Mitigated Negative Declaration 
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