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CHAPTER 1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1 OVERVIEW

This document includes comments and responses to comments on the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed City of Sacramento Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
(Proposed Project). This document, together with the Draft EIR, comprises the Final EIR for the
Proposed Project. The Draft EIR is bound under a separate cover. The Draft EIR was submitted
to the State Clearinghouse (SCH#2003052105) and released for public and agency review for a
45-day review and comment period on December 19, 2003. The comment period closed on
February 3, 2004.

The Final EIR is an informational document that must be considered by the City of Sacramento
(the lead agency) before the City Council approves or rejects the project. The California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Section 15132) specify that:

The Final EIR shall consist of:

(o) The Draft EIR or a revision of that draft.

(b) Comments and recommendations received on the Draft EIR either verbatim or in
Summary.

(¢} A list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft
EIR.

(d) The responses of the Lead Agency to significant environmental points raised in

the review and consultation process.
(e} Any other information added by the Lead Agency.

In addition to consideration of the Final EIR, the City Council is required to make findings of fact
regarding the significant environmental impacts identified in the Final EIR and project
alternatives, as well as a statement of overriding considerations for significant impacts, which
cannot be mitigated. The findings, and any statement of overriding considerations, are made after
the City Council has considered the Final EIR and are included in the public record.

AES 1-1 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.2 ORGANIZATION OF THE DOCUMENT

The Final EIR consists of two documents: (1) the Bikeway Master Plan Draft EIR (December
2003), and (2) the comments and responses to comments document, which is organized into the
following chapters:

- Chapter 2.0, Executive Summary, provides a brief project description and presents a
summary table of project environmental effects.

- Chapter 3.0, Written Comments, provides a list of commentors and copies of written
comments (coded for reference).

- Chapter 4.0, Responses to Written Comments, provides the lead agency responses to the
written comments in Chapter 3.0 and summarizes corrections made to the Draft FIR.

- Chapter 5.0, Minor Changes and Edits to the Draft EIR, includes corrections and
additions to Draft EIR text as a result of comments made on the Draft EIR. Any changes
to the Draft EIR are indicated by revision marks (underline/strikeout).

- Chapter 6.0, Report Preparation, provides a list of individuals involved in the preparation
of the Final EIR.

The comments received on the Draft EIR do not indicate new significant impacts or significant
new information that would require recirculation of the Draft EIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15088.5.

AES 12 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
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CHAPTER 2.0

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2.1 INTRODUCTION

PROJECT LOCATION

The Proposed Project consists of amendments to the on- and off- street bikeways throughout the
City of Sacramento (Figure 2-1). A map showing the locations of the proposed modifications is
presented in Figure 2-2. New and/or modified on- and off-street alignments are proposed for the
following communities: Airport/Meadowview, College Greens, East City/McKinley Park, North
Natomas, South Natornas, South Sacramento, and Tahoe Park.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Proposed Project includes an amendment to the existing 2010 Sacramento City/County
Bikeway Master Plan. The current amendment includes the placement of new alignments
throughout the various communities of the City. The Proposed Project also includes the removal
of several proposed alignments within the North Natomas Community Plan area.

The existing policy framework relating to the establishment, use and maintenance of bikeways
established in the 2010 Sacramento City/County Bikeway Master Plan and other City planning
documents is assumed to continue with little or no change.

The Proposed Project includes the establishment of new on-and off-street bikeway alignments
that builds-on and modifies the existing established system, thereby allowing the City to more
fully attain existing bikeway goals and policies. The new or modified alignments may involve
crossings of canals, roadways, or other obstacles resulting in potential effects associated with
sensitive environmental features (e.g., biological, cultural, traffic, etc.). The alignments proposed
are to be considered at the program level. Further refinement of the alignments will occur in the
future as funding for individual segments becomes available. As such, current environmental
review will be done at the program level, with follow-up detailed environmental review
conducted in the future.

2.2 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT

CEQA Guidelines (Sections 15126 and 15126.6) requires an EIR to consider a range of
alternatives that could feasibly attain the basic objectives of the Proposed Project. This EIR fully
evaluates two alternatives to the Proposed Project. Descriptions for each of the alternatives are

AES 2-1 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
March 2004 Final EIR
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2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

provided below. Chapter 4.0, Alternatives to the Proposed Project, provides additional
information on each of the project alternatives.

ALTERNATIVE 4: NO PROJECT ALTERNATIVE (AA)

Under the No Project Alternative, no amendments to the 2010 Sacramento City/County Bikeway
Master Plan would be adopted.

ALTERNATIVE B: NATURAL RESOURCE SENSITIVE ALTERNATIVE (AB)

The Natural Resource Sensitive Alternative would remove one proposed amendment in North
Natomas and three proposed amendments in South Natomas with the potential to impact natural
resources. Potential loss of habitat and impacts to special-status species would be avoided or
reduced through this alternative.

2.3 SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Comments received in the DEIR did not result in any modifications to the impacts and mitigation
measures. The summary of impacts and mitigation measures are reproduced in Table 2-1 for
ease of reference.

AES 2-4 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
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CHAPTER 3.0

WRITTEN COMMENT LETTERS
LIST OF COMMENTORS
Letter Individual or Affitiation Date
Signatory

4 - Jon Chase River Oaks Community Association February 23, 2004
2 Gary Henslee City of Sacramento Fire Department February 7, 2004
3 Don Levy February 18, 2004
4 Chris Paros River Oaks Community Association February 17, 2004
5 Thornas Rush UCD Medical Center January 21, 2004

AES 31 Bikeway Mauster Plan Amendments

March 2004 Final EIR




i-3

1-4

>> cemailus @accessbee.com> 02/23/04 069:40PM >>>
Dana— :

As we discussed, the following comments are provided to augment our
River Oaks Association comments of Februery 17, 2004,

Item 3 .. ROCA also strongly supports an on-street bikeway/pedestrian
path.on the landside of Garden Highway from Gateway Oaks to Sand
Cove. We recommend that either on-street or off-street bikeway
construction should be coordinaied with the appropriate crititics to
ensure levy integrity as a first priority.

Item 4 — In addition to supporting the environmentally sensitive
aliernative, we would add the landsids on-street bikéway on Garden
Highway asa viable alternative bike route. (See Item 3 above)

Trem 7 - The illustration of the on-street Orchard bikeway should
also depict the continuvation dcross West Ef Camino and over the Main
Drain canal, corinecting with Gateway Oaks.

Héh 8 ~ Further information is needed regarding figure 3.6, #5
depicting an off-street bikeway from the Main Drain to Sally Hudson
Park. It.appears this'should be an on-street application, ranning
along River Plaza Drive.

Also, there needs 1o be « continuation of the Main Drain to Orchard
bikeway, figure 3.6 #3 illustrating continuation to Barandas Drive,
figare 3.6 #12/20

Tharks again for the opportunity to add these elements to report.
Please call me at 743-4333.if you should have any guestions.

Jon Chase

Comment Letter #1




Comment L'e'

FIRE DEFARTMENT CITY OF SACRAMENTO 5770 FREEPORT BL.
“dn ALLRisk Drganizativs CALIFORNIA igﬁ'E 20% NTO.CA
e o
HREC
PH 916-933-1300
FAX 916.433-1629
TRANSMITTAL
DATE: Febraary 7, 2004
ATTN: Dana Allen, Associate Flanner, 8082762

FRONM: Gary Henslee, Prevention Administrative Captain, 433-1622

RE: DEIR, Bikeway Master Plan Amendment Project (CIPATV3?)

Dan,

I'have reviewed the DEIR referenced above. The Sacramento Fire Departrnent does use the bike wrails
in emezgency situations, Most of the time the emergency is a first aid due fo a bicycle accident on o7
near the bike trail, of gaining better access to grass/wild land fires such as the Grassy Lake and
Discovery Park areas.

"The DEIR minimally addressed bike path design. It is understood that bike paths typically are not
designed to withstand the imposed loads of fire apparatus. The Sacramento Fire Départment usuaily

2-1 tries to-nceess bike trails with smaller apparatus such as a medic unit (arbulance) or a grass rig, an
apparatus considerably smaller than a fire engine. However we have faken fire engines on bike paths on
many octasions. Our access to-the path is usually through gates with fire department Jocks or removable
bollards with fire. departient locks. Gates have typically niot been a problem for our apparatus, but
bollards have sometimes been placed too close together for our apparatus to get through,

If boHards were placed in such a manher when one of wo bollards are removed it would leave 2 clear
space of 107 0" our apparatus would be sble to negotiate the entrance without damage to the apparalus.or
the bollard. If this design criteria s already in place I apologize for not being informed. If itis not, this
is oy recommendation.

Thank'you, Gary Henslee
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Comment Letter #3

©2,19-2084 B7156 PLANING & BUILDING DEPRRTMENT + $4471685 N3.9E6 PRER

Febroary ls,m

Cit e?gm’ Dept. of Planniog & Building
ty of Satramento, ing & B ‘
Environments Planging Seevicis ¢
1231 1 5t Room 300

CA9BI

L ERNLIRCH. . Ly SR B s ! L rdyerde > s o a—— = £ et PSUTIY LU L AT O

Deur Mz. Allem:
! am writing commne i regands to the 2008 ETR Master Bikewsy Plan.

With the exception of Akeraative B: The Natiral Rescurce Sensitive Altermative, 1 beliove this EIR
to be a colossa] waite of monty that culd fuve been bether spent building soroe of these bike tratds.
Bicydiss don"t contritrte 0 our alr quality probienrs, and the more people pot out of their cars 2
onto bicycles, the more air quality wifl aprove, '

Thie Master Bike Plan Asendment greatty improves the sbility of cydists to commute to their
desttuations. Thexe sre too tany feails and bikeways that stopa fow blocks from their staring
point and give 0o real comectivity for bicycling. Bicyciing needs to be looked atas an alierative b
store pollating fopms of transportation; ot just . fun Joem of recrestion. ‘This amendment greatly
increates connecitvily.

There must to he reasons for people to get 6ut of their cars and try another method of
tromsportation: -

‘Cmvenim-ﬁk_n!rﬁsﬁhemggewammﬁdc.
« Safety of bicyclists - sepastion ‘rars and highty visitle (gyes-on} and accopted

» e of e - rostes that connect bicyclists from their starfing poists to fheir
g ety for shortdist : kPR

These factors all improve with the Amended Mister Bikeway Plag, There will pow be greatly
mproved rontes o make bike riding avealistic altemative tomote polleting veethods of
transportation. “This will cul.down on pollutants, and inmiprove air quality in this region.

Ed Cox, the Attemate modes coordinator, hes done & terrific job of plotting au hmgroved bioycle grid
for Sacramento with s amended plan, He should be recognized for hia effosts and this plan
should be approved Tor the suke of all people 1o Sacramesto.

e
T
g N

t-[f R A D
I \_)
. FEB 182003 :

]

PLAR Sy B 3 AENT

e
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Comment Letter

Date;, 2/17/04

Te:  Dana Allen, Associate Planner
City of Sacramento, Department of Planning & Building Envirenmental Planning Services.
Emall: dalicn@gcityofsacramento.org

From: Chris Paros, Resident and ROCA 1.and Use Committee Co-Chair
The River Oaks Community Asociation {ROCA}

Subject: Comments, DEIR for the Bikeway Master Plan Amendment Project {CIPHTVIT).

Ce:  Ed Cox, Alternate Modes Coordinator, City Of Sacramento Diepartment of Public Works.
Karen Pardick, District Director, Coumeilmember Ray Tretheway, District Ong.
Jenmifer-Seith, Chair, ROCA Parks Committee.

ROCA Land Use Committes

Dear Ms Allen,

O 'behallof the River Oaks Commuaity Association (ROCA) Perks and Land Use Committees [ wish to
subrmiit the following comphents to the DEIR for the Bikeway Master Plan Amendment Project
(CIPETV3T).  AsCo-Chairof the ROCA Land Use Commitice and an attive cyclistpedestrian, [am
also closely. involved with bicycle & pedestrian concerns for our area. '

Hote: The Public Works website maps appear to show some smendmeonts for our ROCA area that T do not
$ee-in the printed DEIR mhaps. §have indicated “{website)” when this occurs. Amendment numbers are
noted as, &.g- {14).

Ohur cornmerits below are primarily focused on the ROCA area, located in SW Natomas:

1. ROCA strongly supports the City's cxfensive bikeway plans for our area, Our pomemunity has
many active pedestrians and cyclists who appreciate and will utilize an integrated bikeway/
pedestrian system. Wi appreciate the many proposed amendments to unify our arca’s system.

2. Weurge the City 1o keep considering pedestrians, as well 2s cyclists, in your altemative modes
plans for our area.

3, We stongly support 4 continuous off-street bike trail along Garden Highway from Galeway Oals
Driveto-Sand Cove Park. As such, we note:

a. The bikeway along the Gardlen Hwy (GHj) levee toe needs to include a segment at Marina
Glen Way (website). There appears to be sutficient ROW to allow for this construction.

b. The plan shows a continuuus off-street bikeway at Shorebird Park along the levee foc
(website). However, that is different than the Park’s plan for Shorebird Park. We prefer
the bikeway plan proposal.

4, Westrongly support an Environmentally-Sensitive alternative for Natomas Oaks Park (14).
These trees are very old and must be preserved. The (AB) proposal is acceptable.

5. We strongly support the addition of on-street bike Janes slong Orchard Lanie (19 connecting to
Garden Highway. Additional measures may be needed there to ensire the lanes are not used for
patking by residents of the.Swallows Nest gated community.
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4-10

4-11

4-12

4-13

4-14

4-15

4-16

|

i

|

|

Comment Letter #4

&

Fig 4-2: We donot support Amendment 8, removing the American Rives crossing at I-5, This
crossing can be left in-plan but mitigated by requiring coneurrent construction with other J-5 road
improvéments, 15 will eventuslly need bridge improvements that will create equal or greater

environmental impacts, The bikeway crossing could be timed witk that construction.

Note: Rainy-season flooding of Discovery Park has forced commuting cyctists to travel up on the
15 overpass to ¢ross the river. Thisds extremely dangereus given traffic and seasonal conditions
whiich i yet another reason 10 keep a crossing at -5 in plan.. The proposed alterriate route for
amendment 8 will not solve that commmute flooding problem.

7. ‘We support the on-street path addition along West River Brive (18), but request it connect to
Shedy Atbor Drive, West River Drive is the main route toffrdm atea gchools, .

We strongly support the added off-street trail segments to ensure continuous off-strect trails on
iith sides of the West Main Drainage canal {website). This is important to future residential &
business development needs.

9. Thel-80 bikeway overpass at the Wast Main Draittage canal is not clearly designated an either
the existing plan or proposed bikeway amendments (website and DEIR). Is it still in plan? We
réquést this vital overpass be clearly designated.

10. We regitest the plan clearly designate 2 bikeway bridges that are in previous bikeway plans.
These bridges cross the West Main Drainage canal. One crosses at River Plaza Drive and the
other crosses the canal between 1-80 and San Juan Rd.

11. We appreciate the eddition of the now off-strest truil (3) that provides a more direct route to local
shiops & parks. Butwe do not see how thie will path will cross the canal. The trail is still useful
but will peed to conneet 1o the canal and other bikeway routes.

12. 'We strongly support the addition of on-street bike lanes along EI Centro Road (website). This
s become the cutrent major route for W, Natomas cyelists heading 1o the American River
bikeway and downtown.

13. P. 3-2, description of 2 typical off-sweet alignment includes installation of 2-ft shoulders on each
side of the bikeway. Many of our area’s current bikewnys do not have these shouiders, Cur
joggers and walkers will greatly appreciate the instaliation of fhese shoulders in the future.

14, We feel the DEIR (p. 5~4) underesiimates South Natomas population increases between 1998 and
2002 end request the 460-person estimate be reviewed again, In our ROCA drea-alone, we
estimate the population has incrgased by more than 1600 regidents.

*

Flease fegl free t6 dontact me if you have any questions OF concerns,

Best fegards,
Chris Paros

Chiis Paros
Lanid Use Committee Co-Chair & Parks Commitiee member
The River Oaks Community Association
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

RERAELEY = DAVIS » FAVINE ¢ LOSANGRLES + MERCED ¢ RIVERGDE « SAN DIZGO » SAN FRANGENGO Ol SANTA BARBARA » NANEA LRUZ

FACILITIES DESION AND CONSTRUCTION UC DAVIS MEDICAL, CENTER
4800 ZND AYENUE, SULTR 310
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNEA 95317

January 21, 2004

Dana Alen, Assoclate Planner

Gity of Sacramento, Planning and Bullding Department
Environmental Planning Services

1231 § Street, Room 300

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Dana;

Thank you for the apporiunity to review the Draft Environmenial Impact Report for the Chy of Sacramento
Bikeway Master Plan. | have only a few comments, related to the bikeway system slements on the
campus of the UC Davis Medical Center.

Asiundersiand i, existing identified bikeways on or adjacent to the Medical Center inciude 43% Street
betwean Broadway and V Strest, Street belween 48% and 51 Streets, 2™ Avenue between 49% and
Stockton, and Stockton-Boulevard. 1tis proposed to designate 48" Street between 2™ Avenue and X
Streat, and-X Strest between 48% and Stockion as-a pant of the system.

A safer routing would eliminate the proposed designation of 467 Street between 2 Avenue and X Street,
snd X-Street between 48" and Slocklon. The reason for this suggestion is to keep regular bicycle Iraffic
away from X Street. Al the présent time, X Streetis the primary vehicular access for the Medical Cenier,
and includes darge {rucks making deliveries several times a day 1o the Main Hospital. The majority of our
5.1 autpatient visits to the Ellison Ambulatery Care Center (approximately 300,060 annually} use X Street:
With the completion of our Surgery & Emergency Services Pavition in late 2007, all ambulance and private
vehicle' raffic to our Emergency Department (approximately 65,000 visils annually) will be routed along X
Streot to the new ER entrance on 45® Streel. Wa have the strong support of the Elmburst Neighborhood
Association for this new routing of the ER traffic, and it is 2 requirement of the environmental
dacumantation for-the Pavilion project which was approved by the Regents in 2002,

{nstead of the proposed designation of 48" Street between 2™ Avenue and X Sirest, and X Street
between 48" and Stockton, safety Improvements to-2™ Avenue between 49" and Stockton should be
undertakén. We have'made a.number of suggestions to the Traffic Engineering Departmant over the last
several years regarding 2™ Avenue, including lane markings and crosswalks. | can provide Gopies of that
correspondence K you wish, The Medical Center would strongly support such improvements, which could
easlly include Class H.bikeway lane markings:

| have staff ready to' assist you In developing and implementing these needed safety improvemnents.
. Thanks kv advance.for your attention to this issue, and | look forward to hearing from you,

nm st et e e — s
-

A Rush, Manager 3
UCDMC Facilities Design and Constructioh "
oo Michael Boyd, Associate Director ' ,
Matt Carmichael, UCD Police . i
Robert Lawson N ]
Dah Stratman ATh .
Cindy Bates, Department of Traffic Engineering AL ;
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CHAPTER 4.0

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENT LETTERS

LETTER 1. JON CHASE — RIVER OAKS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
(ROCA)

Response 1-1

The commenter states that ROCA supports the on-street bike path on Garden Highway from
Gateway Oaks to Sand Cove and suggests construction activities should ensure levee integrity.
All construction activities will be coordinated with appropriate entities to assure that the
structural integrity of the levees is not compromised in any way.

Response 1-2

The commenter suggests the addition of a landside on-street bike route on Garden Highway as a
viable alternative route (relates Gateway Oaks to Sand Cove as in Comment 1-1). The existing
Bikeway Master Plan indicates that on-street bike lanes are proposed for Garden Highway
between Gateway Oaks and the Western City Limits. No changes to the Proposed Project are
necessary given that the existing Bikeway Master Plan already identifies this improvement.

Response 1-3 _

The commenter requests the illustration of the on-street Orchard bikeway should also depict the
continuation across West El Camino and over the Main Drain canal, connecting with Gateway
Oaks. The existing Bikeway Master Plan indicates that on-street bike lanes are proposed for
Orchard Lane from the Garden Highway to Gateway Oaks (north of West El Camino). No
changes to the Proposed Project are necessary given that the existing Bikeway Master Plan
already identifies this improvement.

Response 1-4

The commenter requests clarification regarding figure 3.6, #5 depicting an off-street bikeway
from the Main Drain to Sally Hudson Park. It appears this should be an on-sfreet application,
running along River Plaza Drive. The map illustrates an off-street bikeway, which would run
cast-west between the Main Drain and Orchard Lane in the open space south of Leroy Greene
Middle School. No on-street bikeway for this alignment is proposed.

Response 1-5

The commenter suggests the continuation of the Main Drain to Orchard bikeway in figure 3.6 #3
illustrating continuation to Barandas Drive and figure 3.6 #12/20. The existing Bikeway Master

AES 4.1 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
March 2004 Final EIR




4.0 RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENT LETTERS

Plan indicates that an on-street bikeway is proposed for Barandas between Orchard Lane and
West River Drive. No changes to the Proposed Project are necessary given that the existing
Bikeway Master Plan already identifies this Improveimnent.

Response 1-6
The commenter makes closing remarks and gives contact information. Comment noted.

LETTER 2. GARY HENSLEE - CITY OF SACRAMENTO FIRE DEPARTMENT

Response 2-1

The Sacramento Fire Department suggests the bike path design should consider eIMeErgency access
for fire engines. The commenter recommends bollards to be placed so that when one or two
bollards are removed, the fire apparatus would be able to enter without damage to the apparatus
or the bollard.

All off-street bikeways will be designed consistent with the adopted City Class 1 bikeway
standards. As such, the off-street trails would be designed to sustain wheel loads of occasional
cmergency, patrol, maintenance, and other motor vehicles that are expected to use or cross the
path. Special consideration would be given to the location of motor vehicle wheel loads on the
path. When motor vehicles are driven on cycle paths, their wheels will usually be at or very near
the edges of the path. Since this can cause edge damage that, in turn, will result in the lowering of
the effective operating width of the path. Constructing a typical pavement width of 12 feet
eliminates the edge-raveling problem.

The off-street bikeways would also use physical barriers at road intersections to prevent
unauthorized motor vehicles from using the trail. Lockable, removable posts (bollards) would be
placed to permit entrance by authorized vehicles only. The posts would contain reflectors for
nighttime visibility and painted a bright color for improved daytime visibility. Spacing between
posts would be 5 feet. Wider spacing can allow entry to motor vehicles, while narrower spacing
might prevent entry by adult tricycles and bicycles with trailers. The EIR has been amended to
incorporate this information into the Project Description,

LETTER3. DONLEVY

Response 3-1

The commenter believes that, with the exception of Alternative B, the EIR is a “colossal waste of
money.” The comment is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers for consideration
prior to final approval.

Response 3-2

The commenter states that the amendments greatly increase connectivity of the bikeway system.
The comment is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action.

AES 4-2 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
March 2004 Final EIR




4,0 RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENT LETTERS

Response 3-3

The commenter submits that convenience, safety, ease of use are factors which people consider
when they are deciding to use alternative methods of transportation. The commenter suggests
that the proposed amendments aid in creating those beneficial factors. The comment is noted and
will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action.

Response 34

The commenter states that, Ed Cox, should be recognized for his efforts to improve the bikeways.
The comment is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action.

LETTER 4. CHRIS PAROS — RIVER OAKS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Response 4-1

The commenter is the Co-Chair of the ROCA Land Use Committee and is submitting comments
on their behalf. The comment is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final
action.

Response 4-2

The commenter notes that the Public Works website maps appear to show some amendments for
the ROCA area that are not on the DEIR maps and is noted in the following text with “(website)”.

Comment noted.

Response 4-3

The commenter appreciates efforts to unify bikeway/pedestrian system. The comment is noted
and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action.

Response 4-4

The commenter urges the City to continue to consider pedestrians, as well as cyclists, in
alternative modes plans. The comment is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers
prior to final action.

Response 4-5

The commenter supports a continuous off-street bike trail along Garden Highway from Gateway
Oaks Drive to Sand Cove Park and suggests the addition of a segment at Marina Glen Way
(website) along the Garden highway levee toe (website) and states the continuous off-street
bikeway alignment at Shorebird Park is different than the Park’s plan (commenter prefers EIR
proposed route).

AES 4-3 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
March 2004 Final EIR




4.0 RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENT LETTERS

‘The segment at Marina Glen Way is currently adopted in the Bikeway Master Plan. The status of
this segment will not change as a result of this Bikeway Master Plan amendment. The plan
proposed by the Parks department will be reviewed for conformance to the Bikeway Master Plan.
However, this will not have an effect on the Bikeway Master Plan amendments.

Response 4-6

The commenter strongly supports Environmentally Sensitive alternative for Natomas Oaks Park
(14). The comment is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action.

Response 4-7

The commenter suggests that additional measures may be needed along Orchard Lane (19) to
ensure the lanes are not used for parking. The EIR makes an assumption that the on-street
bikeway would be a Class III bike route. Ifa Class II bike lane designation were pursued, it
would require the removal of the on-street parking (DEIR page 6.5-26). Removal of the parking
would require an approval of the City Council and signage to indicate that parking is prohibited,

Response 4-8

The commenter does not support Amendment 8 (removal of American River crossing) and
suggests bike path safety measures to be constructed concurrent with I-5 bridge crossing
mmprovements. The commenter also notes that the proposed alternate route for Amendment 8
does not solve commute problem caused by seasonal flooding at Discovery Park. The comment
is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action.

Response 4-9

The commenter suggests the on-street bike path addition along West River Drive should connect
to Shady Arbor Drive. The segment shown on the map in the DEIR (Figure 3-6, Segment #18)
shows the on-street bike lanes terminating at Barandas Drive. Resolution 95-160 and 95-166 for
the Bikeway Master Plan adoption shows West River Drive as being included. Therefore, it is
not necessary to include West River Drive and the EIR will be modified to exclude this segment
(Figure 3-6, Segment #18).

Response 4-10

The commenter supports the proposed off-street trail segiments to ensure continuous off-street
trails on both sides of the West Main Drainage canal (website) and states that they are important
to future residential and business development needs. The comment is noted and will be
forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action. The map on the website graphic includes
trail segments that have already been adopted, and are not under review for this document.

Response 4-11

The commenter requests the 1-80 bikeway overpass at the West Main Drainage canal be clearly
designated on the relevant figures if it is still part of the proposed plan. The existing master plan

AES 44 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
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and the proposed amendments do not specifically call-out bridge structures. In this case, the I-80
bike/pedestrian bridge is already on adopted trail segments. It is undergoing a separate
environmental review as a result of site-specific concerns with the bridge construction.

Response 4-12

The commenter requests figures to be modified to clarify the designation of existing bikeway
bridges over the West Main Drainage canal at River Plaza Drive and between I-80 and San Juan
Road. The proposed bikeway plan amendments will not delete the alignments previously adopted
unless they are specifically mentioned. The existing master plan and the proposed amendments
do not specifically call-out bridge structures. In this case, River Plaza Drive canal crossing is
already designated as an on-street crossing and would become a bike and pedestrian bridge if and
when the structure is built. The canal crossing of the West Canal is incorporated into the I-80
bike/pedestrian bridge already under environmental review.

Response 4-13

The commenter requests clarification of new off-street trails (3) crossing the canal. The trail
under consideration (DEIR, Figure 3-6 #3) currently is not specific enough to indicate a canal
crossing. The crossing of the canal can be accomplished at the existing bridge south of the trail
by linking to trail Segment #5 along the adopted planned trail that runs from West El Camino
Avenue parallel to the canal on its west bank. Information on adopted bikeways is excluded
because only amendments to the existing adopted bikeways are being considered.

Response 4-14
The commenter supports the addition of on-street bike lanes along El Centro Road. The comment

is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action. The entire length of El
Centro Road is already in the adopted Bikeway Master Plan and will not be amended.

Response 4-15
The commenter supports installation of two (2) foot shoulders as stated in Draft EIR. The

comment is noted and will be forwarded to the decision makers prior to final action. The
standard design details for new bike trails include the two (2) foot wide shoulders.

Response 4-16

The commenter requests reevaluation of South Natomas population increase between 1998 and
2002. The 2003 population estimate for the South Natomas area is 41,046, which represents a
less than 2% population growth from the year 2000. (Bitter, 2004) The EIR will be amended to
reflect the revised information.

AES ' 4-5 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
March 2004 Final EIR




4.6 RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENT LETTERS

LETTER 5. THOMAS RUSH ~ UC DAVIS MEDICAL CENTER

Response 5-1

Commenter from the UCD Medical Center suggests eliminating the proposed designation (#6) of
48" Street between 2™ Avenue and X Street and on X Street between 48" and Stockton in order
to keep traffic away from X Street. X Street is the primary access for the UCD Medical Center.
Commenter suggests safety improvements to 2™ Avenue between 49" and Stockton. Both streets
in question are already marked as on-street bikeways. The city’s traffic engineering web page
indicates that volumes are approximately 5,000 ADT, which is on the low end for arterial traffic
and suitable for the bike lanes that are currently installed.

AES 4-6 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
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CHAPTER 5.0
MINOR CHANGES AND EDITS TO THE DRAFT

5.1 OVERVIEW

Changes to the text of the Draft EIR have been identified in the responses to comments (Chapter
4.0) with strikeout and underline revision marks. None of these changes constitute new
significant information or result in any new significant impacts of the Proposed Project.
Corrections to the Draft EIR text have also been identified below.

5.2 CHANGES AND EDITS TO THE DRAFT EIR SECTIONS

The following corrections have been made to _t’ne Draft EIR:
¢ Table 3-4, #44 should read “El Centro” instead of “El Camino”
» Table 3-4, #33 should read “off street” instead of “of street”
e Table 3-8, #13 should read “Howe Avenue” instead of “Power Inn”

The following changes have been made to Table 3-6 in Section 3.4, Components of the Proposed
Plan:

TABLE 3-6 _
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS FOR SOUTH NATOMAS (SEE FIGURE 3-6)

Off-Street Amendments On-Street Amendments

1. Trail removed for re-alignment of Ninos Parkway Bridge 16. Venture Oazks Way

2. New trail added behind shopping center paralle] to West EI 17, Oak Harbor Drive
Camino Avenue

3. New trail between Orchard Road and Natomas Main Drain 1 WestRiverDrive |
Canal

4. New trail between Natomas Drain Canal and Leroy Greene 1818. Orchard Lane ]
Middle School

5. New trail between Natomas Drain Canal and Sally Hudson ~ 2819. Shady Arbor Drive |
Park

6. Conversion and extension of existing Utility Service Road
along I-5

AES 5-1 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
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6.0 MINOR CHANGES AND EDITS TO THE DRAFT .

TABLE 3-6
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS FOR SOUTH NATOMAS {CONTINUED)

7. New trail and bridge crossing of I-5

8. New all-weather crossing of Discovery Park parallel to I-5 2221, Arden-Garden Connector

9. New American River crossing at Truxel Road

10. New loop trail at reclamation site

11. New trail at Shady Arbor Drive

12. New trail extending from West River Drive to the City

limits

" 13. Strauch Park access road

14. Garden Highway bike trail through Natomas Oaks Park

15. Modified trail alignment for Ninos Parkway Bridge

SOURCE: City of Sacramento, 2003; AES 2003

2+20. Garden Highway at Northgate Boulevard ]

CHAPTER 5.0 LAND USE, ZONING AND ADOPTED PLANS

The following text shall be modified in Section 5.2.1, under the heading “Existing L.and Uses” on
page 5-4 of the DEIR.

South Natomas Community Plan Area

The South Natomas Community Plan area covers the portion of the City of Sacramento just
north of the Central City. The South Natomas Community Plan area is bounded by the
Steelhead Creek to the east, the American River and Sacramento River to the south, and
Interstate-80 to the west. Fhe EXHE ;
Hﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ“ﬂ%—ﬁmﬁ%@%&%ﬂﬁm
estimate for the South Natomas area is 41,046 which represents a less than 2% population
growth from the year 2000. (Bitter, 2004) The remaining vacant area in South Natomas
can be found primarily west of the Natomas Main Drainage Canal, which is within the
Willowcreek Assessment District currently being formed to finance basic infrastructure
such as roads, sewer, and drainage. Additionally, the Gardenland area east of Northgate
Boulevard has been designated for residential infill development (City of Sacramento,
2003g).

AES
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CHAPTER 6.5 TRANSPORTATION AND SAFETY

Section 6.5.2 Regulatory Setting

Under Class I Bikeway under Bikeway Design

Class I Bikeway — Other Design Criteria
The 2010 Sacramento City/County Bikeway Master Plan also provides the following

miscellaneous design criteria for Class I bikeways:

A wide separation is recommended between bike paths and adjacent highways.
Bike paths closer than 5 ft from the edge of the shoulder shall include a physical
barrier to prevent bicyclists from encroaching onto the highway. As a general rule,
bike paths in the median of highways are not recommended because they require
movements contrary to normal rules of the road.

A yellow centerline stripe may be used to separate opposing directions of travel,
and is particularly beneficial where bicycle use is heavy, on curves with restricted
sight distance, where the path is unlighted and nighttime riding is expected, and on
bike paths wider than 8 ft in width.

The off-street trails should be designed to sustain wheel loads of occasional
emergency, patrol, maintenance, and other motor vehicles that are expected to use
or cross the path. Special consideration should be given to the location of motor
vehicle wheel loads on the path. When motor vehicles are driven on cycle paths,

their wheels will usually be at or very near the edges of the path. Singe this can

cause edge damage that, in turn, will result in the lowering of the effective
operating width of the path, adequate edge support shou}d be provided; however,

constructing a typical pavement width of 12 feet eliminates the edge-raveling
problem.

The off-street bikewavs will also require physical barriers at road intersections to

prevent unauthorized motor vehicles from using the trail. Lockable, removable
posts (bollards) will be placed to permit entrance by authorized vehicles only. The

posts will contain reflectors for nighttime visibility and painted a bright color for

improved daytime visibility. Spacing between posts will be 5 feet. Wider spacing

can allow entry to motor vehicles, while narrower spacing might prevent entry by
adult tricycles and bicycles with trailers.

AES
March 2004
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CHAPTER 10.0 REFERENCES

The following addition has been made to Chapter 10 References:

Bitter, Greg. Senior Planner. South Natomas 2003 population estimate. City of
Sacramento Department of Planning North Area. Personal Communication.
March 9. 2004,

53 CHANGES AND EDITS TO THE DRAFT EIR FIGURES

Figure 2-2 Deleted the West River Drive segment (#18) from the South Natomas area.

Figure 3-6 The West River Drive segment (#18) was deleted from the figure and the numbering
revised accordingly. Also, the figure has been revised to indicate the existing bridge crossing the
Main Drainage Canal.

AES 5-4 Bikeway Master Plan Amendments
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CHAPTER 6.0

REPORT PREPARATION
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CHAPTER 6.0

REPORT PREPARATION

6.1 CITY OF SACRAMENTO

Dana Allen, Environmental Project Manager, Environmental Planning Services
Ed Cox, Project Manager, Public Works Department

Suzan Tobin, Engineering Technician II, Public Works Department

6.2 CONSULTANTS

Analytical Environmental Services

Project Manager: Joe Broadhead
Technical Staff: Susan Engelke
Dana Hirschberg
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